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FOR : good performance and relaxed high-speed
cruising ; excel lent r ide and roadholding ;
magnif icent l ights ;  very comfortable

AGAI'NST : over-sensitive brakes ; pronounced
dive and squat ;  poor rear-view mirror ;  noisy
hydraul ic  pump ;  engine harsh at  low speeds.

Considening rthat the design of
Citroen's luxurious DS range has
survived almos't 20 years without
major change, there 'is remark-
ably l,ittle ,to date it. The oar is
still aerodynamically su'perior to
nearly all its comPetitors, and
with its new 2300 cc engine and
five-speed gearbox it has exceP-
tional performance for tits capa'
city and iit offers a degree of
comfort that is not alwaYs evi'
dent in cars costing considerablY
more. Then ithere are the added
refinements of load-sensitive
brakes and the oPtion of
Citroen's unique self ' level l ing,
swivelling headlig'ht sYstem
whi'ch gives the DS ProbablY the
most effective lights fitted to anY
production car in the world.

Perh,aps rit is in iterms ,of refine-
ment that the car's relative lack
of development is m'os,l evident.
The engine for instance, is and
always was harsh and fussY when
extended and the hYdroPneumatic
suspension which caused suoh a
stir when it was introduced is
now rivalled and in some asPects
surpassed by the springing of
more conventional cars.

To ,take fu'll advantage of the
car's remarkable long'distance
cruising abilities one reallY re-
quires the full "Pallas" trim
(high-backed rthickly-padded seats,
special thick pile carPetts wi'th
foam underlay, heated rear win-
dow, power steering and swivel-
ling headlights) for oP,timum
cornfort, and the Bosch etleotron,i'c
injection for maxirnum p,erform-
ance. With these fitted the price
of the DS at S28ll is neari'ng
that of the fas;ter Jaguar XJ6 and
is considerably m,ore ithan a
Rover 3500s. In spite of this the
Citroen's charms prevail and anY-
body who has the fortune to drive
a DS for long distances will doubt-
less appreciate, as we do, the
qualities which have kept it to the
fore in its class for so long.

Since we lasrt itested one, the
engine has grown rin capacitY
f.rom 2175 cc to a still modest
2347 cc. The small but significant
increases in power and torque are
reflected in our perfonrlance
figu,res; nearly a second shaved
off ,the 0-60 mph ti,me bringing
it down to 10.4s and the top
speed rising by a full 6 mph to
a very commendable 119.5 mPh.
Even better slanding start figures
could undoubtedly be achieved
but for the violent tramp that
accompanies wheelspin starts.

However, the engine has tre-
m,endous reseryes o,f torque,
whirch make vici'ous use of bhe
engine and transmiss,ion quite un-
necessary. I,t will pull happ,ily
from as little as 1000 rpm and
the 30-50 mph top gear accelera-
tion (in fifth) is nea,rly as good
as for ,the old smaller engin'ed
four-speed model, though in

taking l2. ls the
far belrrind bY 'the
Rover.

DS will be left
Jaguar and the

The Bosch electtronic injection
displayed no vices whatsoever
during normal ru'nn,ing, but a cer-
tain amount of churning was
required to persuade the cold
engine into life. Also wibh the
extra performance comes a slight
inorease in fuel consumption. We
recorded an overa'll figure of 18.6
mpg compared with the 20.5 for
the old car.

Five well-chosen ratios allow
full use to be made of the avail-
able performance and good syn-
chromesh gives clean swift
changes. It does however take
time to master the aotion of the
colu,mn.mounited gearlever which
with a str'ong spring-bias to thrird
and fourth gears is sometimes
difficult 'to position accuratelY,
espeoially on downward ohanges
from fifth y,'[grr€ one can become
momentarily confused by the lack
of feel in the gate. Aftempted
fast changes fro,m sercond to third
can be troublesome too and will
sometimes find you fifth by
naistake. The clutch is s,mooth
but has a long tnavel. That on
our test car also suffered fronn
stiction in the pedal privott.

In the same way trhat one has
to acclimatise to trhe soft nide
and power brakes, the handling
of rthe big Ci,troen 'is an aoquir:ed
taste. Before one can extract the
last 

'ounce 
of penformance it is

necessary to learn how to set the
car up for a bend by sensiitive
use of the bnake's, followed by
delicate use of the 'throttle, thus
keeping the car balanced through
tthe curve. If thris tec,hnique is
emptroyed it will corner in a very
stable manner with plen'ty of feel
to 'the hands through the, sof't
padded steering wheel. If violentl
aoceleration follows clumsy harsh
braking, the DS wil' revoltt, by
lurching off line and gioing
slightly light at the v/heel. The
more sensitiv,e aprproach really
pays d,ividend's in the wet, where
trhe combination of good itraction
from the front-wheel drive and
excellent adhesrion of 'the Miche-
lin tyres can be used to leave
many more nim,ble cars behind.

The ride given by the hydro-
pneumraiic suspens,ion has been
the envy of other car designers
sinoe the day it was introduced

Sulmptuously Padded seats,
frorlt and back, are Part of dte

Pallas specification. The driving
position is slightly offset, and

there's an almost baffling disPlaY
of instruments and switches.

Servicing is best left to an
expert !
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M0T0R R0AD TEST ilO. 10173 o GlTR0El{ DS23 PALLAS EFI I ancl cer[ainly lt stlll excels rn rts
I basic characteristlcs. Unfontu-

natelv. unlike its smal'ler and

| *or"" heavily damped relative,
I the GS, the big car does suffer

1 from big changes in pltch under

I hard acceleration and braking.- 
TLr,is is barelv nolice,able when

I travellin g at a reasonable pace on
I main roads and can be cu't to a

. minimum by de,licaite use of the

I brakes. In heavy tr'affic, however,
r the continual change of attirtude

1 during stop-start manoeuvres be.

I comes rather irr i tat ing.

r The virtues of , the r ide are

I furbher heightened by the sump'
I tuous, anmchair-like sealls, whict

I are fully reclining and have e

I Benerous range of fore and aft

PERFORffiIff[\]Qif
CONDITIONS

Weather:  F ine,  overcas, t  ;
wind 0-10 mPh

Te,mperature:  36-42"F
Barometer :  29.3 in Hg
Surface :  DamP tarmac

MAXIMUM SPEEDS
mph kph

Mean* 119.5 192.2
B e s t  1 1 9 . 7  1 9 2 ' 5
* Mean of  opposi te runs
Termin 'a l  speeds :

at I mile 78 125
at k i lometre 99 159

Speed in gears (at  600O rPm) :-  
l s t  3 2  5 l
2nd 54 87
3rd 79 127
4th 108 r74

ACCELERATION FROM REST
mph sec 

-kph sec
0.30 3.5 0-60 4.7

0-40 5.2
0-50 7.4
0-60 i0 .4
0-70 13.8
0-80 18.3
0-90 24.5
0 - 1 0 0  . . . . . .  3 3 . 6
Sfand'g + 17.6

ACCELERATION IN TOP

FUEL CONSUMPTION
Overall 18.6 mpg

WEIGHT
cwt.

Unladen weight* 26.8

Lindley.

I  cushion which ,al lows you to f inc
I the posit ion of optimum suppori

. for the thighs. The attracbive anc

I funol ional brushed nylon coverl
t fftted to our tesl car are standarc
I equipment with tthe Pall'as pack

I age. Intel l igent overal l  desigt
wi'th a wheel al each correr o

ACCELERATION IN 4th

mph sec
3 0 - 5 0  . . . . . .  l 2 . r
4 0 - 6 0 . . . . . .  1 1 . 1
5 0 - 7 0  . . . . . .  1 2 . 0
6 0 - 8 0  . . . . . .  1 4 . 3
7 0 - 9 0  . . . . . .  1 6 . 4

mph serc
2 0 - 4 0  . . . . . .  8 . 9
3 0 - 5 0  . . . . . .  8 . 2
4 0 - 6 0  . . .  . . .  7 . 8
5 0 - 7 0  . . . . .  .  8 . 9
6 0 - 8 0  .  . . . . .  9 . 5
7 0 - 9 0  . . . . . .  1 0 . 9
8 0 - 1 0 0  . . . . . .  1 5 . 6

0-80 7.4
0 - 1 0 0 . . . . . .  l l . 2
0 - 1 2 0 . . . . . .  1 6 . 0
0 - 1 4 0  . . . . . .  2 2 . 6
0 - 1 6 0 . . . . . .  3 3 . 0
Stan'd'g km 32.4

kph sec
6 0 - 8 0  . . . . . .  6 . 7
80-100  6 .9
1 0 0 - 1 2 0  . . .  8 . 4
r 2 0 - 1 4 0  . . .  1 0 . 6

koh sec
6 0 - 8 0  . . . . . .  4 . 9
80-100 5.6
100 -120  . . .  5 .8
r20 -140  . . .  6 .6
1 4 0 - 1 6 0 . . . 1 1 . 1

15.2 l i ' t res/ l00 km _ adjustment as well  as a t i l t ing
Fuel gnade 98 o,ctane (RM)

4 star ra,ting
Tank capaci ty 14.3 gal ls

64.9 l i t res
Max range 266 rniles

428 km
Test d istance 1020 mi les

1640 km

SPEEDOMETER (mph)

if.i;lfion lgt11lurl3l ?3 33'33 | ii'i"";', ;;J',t*. rack or trans
r \ i c l a n n o  ' o n n r r t o r .  ?  n c r  n c n r f  f n c t  I  m i s s i o n  , t t l n n e l  l e a v e  a  l a f S e  a n (

1 unclutlered leg space for tht

lro I  rear-seat passengers, who loungt'i"goz - 
in equal comfort to those ridinl

Weight as i tesr ted 30.5 1550 |  in f ront .
*  Wi- th fuel  for  approx.  50 mi les I  Al thorAlthough basically a rel'axin1
Performance tests carried out bY I
Motor's staff at the Motor IndustrV 

IResearch Association proving ground, r

Tiue rnph 28 37 47 57 64 75 85 - 95
DlJtt-tii" reioiae.: a per cent fast. I mission ,tunne'l leave a large anc

GEN,ERAL rSiPrEC I/FIGATI,ON
ENGINE 4rh 0.97118.0
Cyl inders 4 in l ine 3rd l '32/13'2
Cipaci iy  2347 cc 2nd r '94/S'0
goie/s i iote 93.5 x 8S.b rmm lst  3.25/5.4
-ool ing Water Rev 3 '15
efoCk 

" 
Cast iron Final drive Spiral bevel; 4'37 : I

Head Aluminium
Valves oHV BODY/CHASSIS
va.lv-e 't iming - r Llr^ construotion Urn,i,tary frame with

i n l e r t , o p e n s  1 '  b t d c
in le l  c loses 43 0 abdc bol t -on -panels
e x o p e , n s 3 g " b b d , c P r o t e o t i o n E l ' e c t r o p h o r e l i c
ex closes 5o atdc Prime'r 'and Paint

Compression 8.8:  I
Induction Bosch electronic SUSPENSION

injection Front E-g:Si^flgt-1.,P3'111,:l
B,ear ings b hain wlsnbones w' [n sel l -

Fuei i imp plectric levelling rolero-pneu-

ilAat 
'pow|. 

130 
-^bhp 

(DIN) art matic struts and

5250 iPm ant i - ro l l  bar

Max torque f+4- tL-- ] , t  (DIN) at  Rear Trai l ing- . .arms wi th
' 

2500 rrpm self-levelling . oleo-

TRANSMISSIONJV 
rr'r pneumatic struts and

Type Manual ,  S-speed, an' t i - ro l l  bar

colu,mn change
Clutch Diaphragm STEERING

Internal ratios and ,riph/1000 rpm Type Rack and pinion
Top 0.78/22.4 Assis ' tance Yes

Toe-i,n
C,amber
Castor
Rear toe.in

BRAKES
Type
Servo
Cirouit

Rear valve
Adjustment

WHEELS
Type
Tyre,s

Pre,ssures

ELECTRICAL
Battery
Polarity
Generalor
Fuses
Headlights

Disc/drum
Yes
Divided fron,t
re,ar
No

2-4 mm I0 - ] '  n e g
l "  4 2 '
0-2 nam I

car, the DS does suffer fro,m itr
own unique assortmenrl of norises
Apart from the harsh enginr
no,te and the panels it excitel
into vibration. one noticel
an occasional sigh from the self
levelling system 'as rthe b,ig ca
sinks or rises to i'ts job. Ther
there is th'e faint rat-a-,tat f ron
the hydraulic pu,mp v/hich sound
like a very diistant machine gun
Wind noise is very low up tr
around 80 mph, af[e,r which i
becomes li,ttle m;ore tthan a dis
tant Whine.

The car's mrinor controls ar
quirte acoessible, wibh 'tw,

oolumn-mou,nted stalks for 'th

effeotive wash/wipe system an,
for the non-cancell'ing indi'cailons
horn on the right and a shor
multi-posirtion one for the con
plex lighting system on the lef'
The latter takes a bit o,f learnrin
and it is advisable to becorn
fully co'nversant witth i,t ,be'for
setting off for a night drivr
Other swi'tches for the rear de
mi'ster, heater blowers (one fc
erach side of the car) and increc
ibly brillliant inrterior ligh,t systet
are laid out in ratlher birtrty aux
liary panels across ,the dash'boar<

A very effective heating an
ventilating sys'term is controlle
by a separate panel m,ollnte
under the centre of the dasl
Strong ram pr,essure feeds th
we,ll-designed face-level venits i
each corner of the fascia, thoug
the added .noise di,scourages or
from opening them fully.

A quick look under the bonnt
is llkely to preven't mosrt ownel
attempting their orwn mainte't
an'ce, for rthe engine is ,barel
visible unde|tthe rnass otf piipe
rhos,es and leads. We certai,nly ha
considerable ,trrou,ble track'in
down the dips0itck anrd would'nt
like to h,ave to seanch muc
deeper. The spare Whee,l and jac
are very aocessihle, however, an
are rlooated ahead of the engine

I
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iSE h*uirt vrictretin I
XAS
2 9  f , 2 6  .  

I

ii"r",,?9""1"",n I
Alterniator

lo,;. uq,,ry- t,atosen, Iself-levell,!ng

COMPARISONS
,Capacity

cc
0-60 30-50r
s e c  s e c

Price 'Max
(E mph

Overal l  Touring
mpg mpg

Boot
cu ft

' l -ength Width
f t i n  f t i n

Weight
cwt

C i t r o e n  D S  2 3  E F I 2347 'to.41 1 9 . 5 12.1 1 8 . 6 1 5  1 1 . 5 1 1  . 8 +5  1 1

8MW 2500t 1 1  . 91 1 3 . 5351 8 4 .2 17.5 23.5 15  5 .5  5  8 .75  26 .5  12 .3+

Ford  Granada 3000 GXLI 1 9 . 04 .21 1 . 31 0 8 . 1 23.5 1 5 3 5  1 0 . 5 27.3 1 3 . 0

J a g u a r  X J 6 124.03071 8 . 8 6 . 5 10 .5+1 9 . 01  5 . 3 15 9.5 5 9.25 33.2

Mercedes 220 2197 9 9 . 6 21.71 7 . 79 , 01 3 . 3 1 5  4 . 2 5  5  9 . 5 13 .9+25.2

NSU Ro80 1990 20.21  5 . 39 . 714.2112.6 15 8.25 5 9,75 23.5

Rover 35005 2207 23.61 9 . 38 . 19 . 31 1 9 . 0 15 0 .5  5  7 .26  26 .1 9 . 3

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

2979 2957 112.5 8 . 8 7 . 5 17.7 1 5 6 5  8 . 5 13 .5 t26.9Vo lvo  164 F l

r in  top  (k ickdown fo r  B 'MIW antd  Ford)
tau toma, t i ,C  t ra  nsrm iss ion
*mea,sure ,d  w. i th  boxes ,  no t

Make: Citroen
Model: DS23 Pallas EFI

Makers: S. A. Andrre Ci'lrro'e'n, 133 Quari Andr;e
Frtanc'e.

Paris, 15e,

L/td, Trad,i'ng Es'bate, S'lough, Bucks.

t228L.69. Ex'tras fitte'd to itest
fin,is'h f265.83 ; rnetal'lic paint

Concessionaires: Oirtno'en'Oars
Tel :  S lough 23811.
Price: €1887 pllu,s €394.69 P.T., equal's
aar : ,electro,n'ic injeotiio'n 9263.4L; Pall'as
finish €28.53. Torbal'as,test'e'd 82839.46. *


