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FOR : good performance and relaxed high-speed
cruising ; excellent ride and roadholding ;
maghnificent lights ; very comfortable

AGAINST : over-sensitive brakes ; pronounced
dive and squat ; poor rear-view mirror ; noisy
hydraulic pump ; engine harsh at low speeds.

Considering ‘that the design of
Citroen’s luxurious DS range has
survived almost 20 years without
major change, there is remark-
ably little to date it. The car is
still aerodynamically superior to
nearly all its competitors, and
with its new 2300 cc engine and
five-speed gearbox it has excep-
tional performance for iits capa-
city and it offers a degree of
comfort that is not always evi-
dent in cars costing considerably
more. Then ithere are the added
refinements of load-sensitive
brakes and the option of
Citroen’s unique self-levelling,
swivelling headlight system
which gives the DS probably the
most effective lights fitted to any
production car in the world.

Perhaps it is in terms of refine-
ment that the car’s relative lack
of development is most evident.
The engine for instance, is and
always was harsh and fussy when
extended and the hydropneumatic
suspension which caused such a
stir when it was introduced is
now rivalled and in some aspects
surpassed by the springing of
more conventional cars.

To ‘take full advantage of the
car's remarkable long-distance
cruising abilities one really re-
quires . the full “Pallas” trim
(high-backed thickly-padded seats,
special thick pile carpets with
foam underlay, heated rear win-
dow, power steering and swivel-
ling headlights) for optimum
comfort, and the Bosch electronic
injection for maximum perform-
ance. With these fitted the price
of the DS at £2811 is nearing
that of the faster Jaguar XJ6 and
is considerably more than a
Rover 3500s. In spite of this the
Citroen’s charms prevail and any-
body who has the fortune to drive
a DS for long distances will doubt-
less appreciate, as we do, the
qualities which have kept it to the
fore in its class for so long.

Since we last tested one, the
engine has grown in capacity
from 2175 cc to a still modest
2347 cc. The small but significant
increases in power and torque are
reflected in our performance
figures; nearly a second shaved
off the 0-60 mph time bringing
it down to 10.4s and the top
speed rising by a full 6 mph to
a very commendable 119.5 mph.
Even better standing start figures
could undoubtedly be achieved
but for the violent tramp that
accompanies wheelspin starts.

However, the engine has tre-
mendous reserves of torque,
which make vicious use of the
engine and transmission quite un-
necessary. It will pull happily
from as little as 1000 rpm and
the 30-50 mph top gear accelera-
tion (in fifth) is nearly as good
as for the old smaller engined
four-speed model, though in

taking 12.1s the DS will be left
far behind by the Jaguar and the
Rover.

The Bosch electronic injection
displayed no vices whatsoever
during normal running, but a cer-
tain amount of churning was
required to persuade the cold
engine into life. Also with the
extra performance comes a slight
increase in fuel consumption. We
recorded an overall figure of 18.6
mpg compared with the 20.5 for
the old car.

Five well-chosen ratios allow
full use to be made of the avail-
able performance and good syn-
chromesh gives clean swift
changes. It does however take
time to master the action of the
column-mounted gearlever which
with a strong spring-bias to third
and fourth gears is sometimes
difficult to position accurately,
especially on downward changes
from fifth where one can become
momentarily confused by the lack
of feel in the gate. Attempted
fast changes from second to third
can be troublesome too and will
sometimes find you fifth by
mistake. The clutch is smooth”
but has a long travel. That on
our test car also suffered from
stiction in the pedal pivot.

In the same way that one has
to acclimatise to the soft ride
and power brakes, the handling
of the big Citroen is an acquired
taste. Before one can extract the
last ‘ounce of performance it is
necessary to learn how to set the
car up for a bend by sensitive
use of the brakes, followed by
delicate use of the throttle, thus
keeping the car balanced through
the curve. If this technique is
employed it will corner in a very
stable manner with plenty of feel
to the hands through the soft
padded steering wheel. If violent
acceleration follows clumsy harsh
braking, the DS will revolt, by
lurching off line and going
slightly light at the wheel. The
more sensitive approach really
pays dividends in the wet, where
the combination of good traction
from the front-wheel drive and
excellent adhesion of the Miche-
lin tyres can be used to leave
many more nimble cars behind.

The ride given by the hydro-
pneumatic suspension has been
the envy of other car designers
since the day it was introduced

Sumptuously padded seats,
front and back, are part of the
Pallas specification. The driving
position is slightly offset, and
there's an almost baffling display
of instruments and switches.
Servicing is best left to an
expert!
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ana certainly it still eXCels 1M 1S

basic  characteristics. Unfortu-
nately, unlike its smaller and
more heavily damped relative,

the GS, the big car does suffer
from big changes in pitch under
hard acceleration and braking.
This is barely noticeable when
travelling at a reasonable pace on
main roads and can be cut to a
minimum by delicate use of the
brakes. In heavy traffic, however,
the continual change of attitude
during stop-start manoeuvres be:
comes rather irritating.

The virtues of the ride are
further heightened by the sump
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is likely to prevent most ownel
attempting their own mainter
ance, for the engine is barel
visible under the mass of pipe
hoses and leads. We certainly ha
considerable trouble trackin
down the dipstick and would ne
like to have to search muc
deeper. The spare wheel and jac

*in top (kickdown for BMW and Ford)
tautomatic transmission
$measured with boxes, not suitcases

Makers: S. A. Andre Citroen, 133 Quai Andre Citroen, Paris, 15e,
France.

Concessionaires : Citroen ‘Cars Ltd, Trading Estate, Slough, Bucks.
Tel : Slough 23811.

Price: £1887 plus £394.69 P.T., equals £2281.69. Extras fitted to test
car : electronic injection £263.41 ; Pallas finish £265.83 ; metallic paint Jj are very accessible, however, an
finish £28.53, Toital as tested £2839.46 are located ahead of the engine
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Make : Citroen
Model : DS23 Pallas EFI




