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Citroën is a French auto maker that began producing cars in 1919 and
continues to do so today.  Some of the more famous models include 
the Traction Avant, the Deux Chevaux (2CV), the ID/DS, SM, GS and
the CX.  Citroën Autoclub Canada has been promoting Citroën owner-
ship since 1983.  Our roots go back to 1972, emerging from a group 
of teachers and Citroën owners who banded together prior to Citroën 
leaving the North American market at that time.  Now with more than 
150 members, we work to keep our Citroëns on the road, organize 
various special events each year and meet on the second Wednesday 
of every month in Toronto.  We also publish CITROËNVIE magazine 
quarterly for Citroën enthusiasts around the world to enjoy. 

About Citroën Autoclub Canada

Cover:  Jim Sciberas steps out of his 1967 2CV 
 “Commerciale” at the CAC 2010 Summer 
  wine tour of the Niagara Falls region.
       

                                                                                                                         Photo by George Dyke               
  

 
  

Upcoming Local Citroën Autoclub Canada 
Events:
  
Regular monthly meetings are held at 7 pm on the second 
Wednesday of every month.  From October through April our
location is indoors at the Granite Brewery on Mt. Pleasant.   
May to September meetings are held outdoors at the Grenadier 
Restaurant in High Park.

Jan 12 ‘11 - 7 pm   -  Monthly Club meeting (indoors) 
                                at the Granite Brewery , on the 
                                southeast corner of Mt. 
                                Pleasant & Eglinton Ave.  Toronto.

Feb 09 ‘11 - 7 pm  -   Monthly Club meeting (indoors) 
                                at the Granite Brewery.

Mar 09 ‘11 - 7 pm  -   Monthly Club meeting (indoors) 
                                at the Granite Brewery.

Apr 13 ‘11 - 7 pm  -   Monthly Club meeting (indoors) 
                                at the Granite Brewery , on the 
                                southeast corner of Mt. 
                                Pleasant & Eglinton Ave.  Toronto.

May 11 ‘11  -  7 pm - Monthly Club meeting (1st of the year at 
                                our outdoor location) at the Grenadier 
                                Restauraunt parking lot within High Park,           
                                Toronto.

May 7  ‘11 - 10 am  - CAC Spring Outing  - Toronto Adventure Rally
                                & Treasure Hunt - hosted by Doug Pengelly.

June 5 ‘11 - 12 noon - Citroën Méchoui Montréal Weekend.  A
                                 spectacular weekend in Montréal, capped         
                                 off by a Citroën Méchoui Sunday BBQ with 
             the VEA hosted by Louis Grenier.  We will 
             drive to Montréal on Saturday June 4.

International Citroën Club Events:

Feb 2 - 6 ‘11   -   Retromobile.   Paris, France  
                           http://www.retromobile.fr/

Mar 31 -  Apr 3 ‘11  -  Techno Classica.  Messe Essen, Germany  
                               http://www.siha.de/tce_uk.php?m=3&ms=1

May 7 - 8 ‘11   -   Citromobile.  Vijfhuizen, THE NETHERLANDS
                           http://www.citromobile.nl/ENGELS.HTM 

May 20 - 22 ‘11  -  Carlisle Import Show & CCNA Meet.  Carlisle, PA

June 16 - 19 ‘11   -  35th Citroën Rendezvous - Saratoga Springs, NY.
         (Organized by the DriveSheSaid group - 
         www.driveshesaid.com)

July 26 - 31 ‘11  - 19th International Meeting of 2CV Friends in Salbris, 
       France.  This will be the biggest event ever, since it 
       is in central France and easy to reach for most 
       participants. 5,000  2CV’s expected!!   
       www.2cvfrance2011.fr

Nov 4 - 6 ‘11    -   Le salon Epoqu’Auto.  Lyon, France.   
                           http://www.epoquauto.com/ 

Aug 16 - 19 ‘12   -  15th ICCCR  -  Yorkshire, UK
        http://www.icccr2012.org.uk
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Message from the CAC Prez

George Dyke

continued on page 23...

We have continued to rack up phenomenal suc-
cess with CITROËNVIE.  Let me take this mo-
ment to thank you, our subscribers, for all the 
accolades, article contributions and construc-
tive feedback.  We now have over 1000 Citroën 
enthusiasts receiving CITROËNVIE throughout 
North America and many more around the world.   
(We’re very popular in New Zealand, thanks in 
great measure to the Citroën Club there 
promoting it to their members). 

We know you have lots of choices when it comes 
to Citroën organizations you support.  I ask that 
you think of CITROËNVIE as a value proposition.

As we enter our third year of publication, I submit to you that we have deliv-
ered on our promise to create a superlative Citroën magazine.  If you concur,
you can show that sentiment by supporting us.   I ask this just once.  We do 
not repeatedly plead for money in the magazine or on our website.  Although 
we offer an online limited resolution version of CITROËNVIE for free to folks 
in Canada, the USA and abroad, we take great care to ensure that the full 
resolution version, which is available for an annual fee, is an enhanced visual 
experience, and worth every penny!  Try it on an iPad.  It’s sweet!

This is our primary time of annual renewals for CITROËNVIE and CAC mem-
berships.  There are material costs involved to create and maintain both.   
Though we have kept fees the same for many years, I hope you feel that 
what we have delivered to you at least warrants a paid subscription on your 
part for CITROËNVIE.  It can be a modest $15 per year to get the full resolu-
tion version.  Or you can join our Club as a full member for a bit more and 
get other publications like our gorgeous calendar, our roster, a great Citroën 
service resource guide and full access to our Citroën Autoclub Canada web-
site.  For those that would like to get hard copies of CITROËNVIE, we offer 
that too. (Full details are available on our website: www.citroenvie.com).  
No matter at what level you subscribe, we very much appreciate it and hope 
that the value we offer compels you to continue supporting our efforts. 

Our recent Club planning meeting for 2011 (and beyond) was most fruitful,
providing constructive feedback on past events and great discussion about 
the many activities we have planned for this year.  We also focused on some 
new directions the Club will be taking.  Yours truly was elected for another 
year as Club President a position I am honored and very pleased to continue 
in. 

As a result of the meeting we have expanded our Club executive to better 
manage our administrative management of memberships and new directions 
we will be taking with the web and social media.  My lovely wife Marijke has

helped me immensely behind the scenes, keeping track of who has joined 
the club and when, and status of all the memberships.  (She’s done a lot 
more than that, supervising our Club table at Rendezvous and helping in 
the proof reading of CITROËNVIE, among scores of other things).  Marijke 
now gets official acknowledgment of her membership management in the 
new position of Database Administrator.  To better deal with our increased 
membership we redefined the Membership position in the club and and split 
the duties involved into two categories.  John McCulloch will still do Mailings 
along with his Co-editor duties for CITROËNVIE.  Herns Pierre-Jerome takes 
on the added responsibility of Membership Renewal along with his present 
role in the Club as Classified Ads Co-ordinator.   Another new position in the 
Club is Social Media Director, a role that Liz Voce is taking on to make us 
more savvy with those that seem to be living their lives through the latest 
techno-gadgetry of the internet. 

I’d also to thank the other executives who have been re-elected for another 
term and who dedicate their time and considerable effort to ensure that 
their respective duties are professionally handled.  Each one of them are 
continually striving to ensure that the Club remains a healthy and ongoing 
entity.  Steve Loria provides professional accounting reports throughout the 
year and a complete wrap up at year end.  Good news from Steve; - we are 
still in the black!  Dave Bruckmann puts his IT expertise to work for us as 
Webmaster.  This year when we were faced with an unexpected host-server 
meltdown as a result of a direct lightning strike at Blair Anderson’s place in 
Winnipeg, Dave made sure our web assets were sound and secure.  Jim Sci-
beras has carefully logged and managed our club tools.  And based on Jim’s 
excellent research we are making the purchase of a new club tool which lets 
us properly change out kingpins on the 2CV.  Doug Pengelly has once again 
this year done an outstanding job organizing two of our cornerstone events; 
our spring outing and our annual Christmas party.  This kind of volunteer 
effort is what makes our Club so unique and so special.   I know I speak on 
behalf of all our members that they are very much appreciated!  

Two other big supporters of our Club are Frances and Ken McGuinness.  
Again in 2010 they hosted our Summer Pool Party and have graciously of-
fered to do so again in 2011.  It’s always a fun-filled afternoon so CAC mem-
bers be sure to mark your calendars NOW for August 21. 

Our Spring outing for the past few years has been an Urban Adventure Rally 
which is part treasure hunt and part exploring the wonderful city of Toronto.   
Doug Pengelly has organized each one.  We take the winner from the previ-
ous year to help Doug in planning next year’s course.  Since Jeff Teerlinck 
won last year, he’ll collaborate with Doug to chart a new driving route for us 
to take on May 7.   

For the first time last year we introduced a July summer outing to the Ni-
agara wine region.  We felt that it would be nice to have a Club driving event 
which was positioned between our Spring and Fall outings.  We had a great 
day last July and this year we are going to incorporate a trip back to Niaga-
ra.  And we have been invited to participate in
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      CAC Prince Edward County Fall Outing

     - by George Dyke

Our CAC Fall outing to Prince Edward Country on September 25 was most 
enjoyable. Organized by Jim Sciberas, those coming from Toronto met at my 
house for a convoy to the Big Apple (just beside HWY 401 at Colborne), and 
then on to Picton for lunch.   

We had a good 
turnout.  Participants 
included John 
McCulloch and Chris 
Deja, Jeff and Nicole 
Teerlinck, Ruth and 
Marijke Dyke, Prakash 
“Raj” and Divea 
Raja, Andy Lamb, 
Simon Walker, Angus 
MacDougald and Kay 
McGuinness, Roland 
Voegele, Bernard 
Laborde and Agnès 
Sesboue.   

As we neared our destination Raj spotted an SM in a driveway and flagged 
us all over to investigate. The SM turned out be Cliff Back and Donna 
McFadden’s. They were home and were pleased to tell us about the car and 
how it came to be that it was lying in their driveway needing a thorough 
restoration.   
They once lived 
in Toronto, and a 
jealous neighbor 
set the back of 
the car on fire. 
Good reason to 
move to a more 
pleasant location 
like Picton! Cliff 
and Donna were 
so thrilled to see 
Citroëns on the 
road that they 
also joined us for 
the outing!    

Ruth and Neil Bryson joined us 
for a delicious lunch in downtown 
Picton. They had travelled from 
their home on Wolfe Island in 
their trusty 2CV Truckette.  We 
then drove to nearby Lake on 
the Mountain where we met a 
charming couple out for a weekend 
drive in their 1909 Oakland. The 
Oakland was the forerunner of 

Citroën AutoClub Canada members take a break from wine tasting at 
Del-Gatto Estates Winery for a group shot.

Pausing for a leisurely and delicious lunch in downrtown 
Picton at the Portabella restaurant.

Prakash “Raj” Raja and Cliff Back.

A rarity on the road or in any museum, - 
1 of 4 1909 Oaklands known to survive!

Long term restoration project for Cliff Back.
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Pontiac and General Motors.  It was in very nice shape, but still 
original, which made it all the more appropriate to use for a practical 
road tour.    

We then ventured on to two wineries, Del-Gatto Estates and Waupoos 
County Cider Company Estate Winery, before dropping  by CAC member 
Dave Kane’s legendary farm where  
Citroën’s and Renault 
Dauphines abound 
in open fields.     

Some of us heading back to Toronto stopped in at Coborg for wonderful dinner 
at the Mill Restaurant and Pub.  All in all a great day and an opportunity to 
explore another wonderful region of Southern Ontario, - just a couple of hours 
from Toronto.

The Great 2CV Rescue Adventure - Now Available on DVD!
Citroën Autoclub Canada’s classic video of October 5, 1996

Order your DVD for just $12.95   Contact George Dyke: 416 . 498 . 5904  or
       e-mail: gdyke@sympatico.ca
Proceeds go to Citroën Autoclub Canada

Refreshment abounds at the Waupoos County Cider Company Estate Winery.

Talk about a room with a view!   A 1972 Citroën DS21 languishes in front of 
the picture windows of Dave Kane’s farmhouse near Picton, Ontario.   

We discover that Dave Kane’s collection of Citroëns that “just need a clutch” has been 
expanded to include many 1960’s Renault Dauphines.  
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    Back to the Future: A Tribute to Citroën
      Part 4:  Citroën DS - Engineering Brilliance

  - by Dave Woolley & George Dyke

 
Introduced in 1955, the Citroën DS culminated years of radical research and 
development in design of an automobile.  In this article the focus will be on 
engineering.
 

The original staff included André 
Lefèbvre for brake design, body 
structure, and overall engineer-
ing and Flaminio Bertoni, for 
the body sculpture and interi-
or.  New team members in-
cluded Pierre Boulanger, project 
manager from Michelin, at his 
death replaced by Robert Pui-
seux; Walter Becchia, the inven-
tor of the Hemispherical Head 
for motor refinement, 
(“... and yes, son, it’s a Hemi!”); 
plus Paul Magès, a self-taught 
automotive engineer who 
earned the nickname, “The Pro-
fessor”.  Magès once said that 
he was glad that he had not 
gone to an engineering college: 
there he would have learned 
that his hydraulic system was 
technologically un-feasible. 
Magès’ hydraulic system con-
sisted of a “Pressure-Reservoir”, 
“Servo-Feedback Controls”, and 
“Hydraulic Computers”.  It was 
powered by a one horse power 
hydraulic pump driven intermit-
tently by the engine, for the 
muscles, nerves, and the brains 
to manage the DS.  
 

The “Pressure-Reservoir” uses high pressure nitrogen gas, encapsulated in 
a metal sphere accessed by hydraulic fluid to store energy independent of 
the engine, so that isolated systems such as the brakes do not instantly fail 
should a problem occur.  Unlike imitation engine-linked power-assist sys-

tems, tactile and dashboard warnings give ample time to slow down should 
any system fail: mechanical backup systems support a disabled Citroën, es-
pecially the manual shift models, allowing the driver to maintain safety and 
drivable control.  
 

 A “Servo-Feedback Control” gives operational feedback to the driver or a 
computer.  A servo-feedback control valve is opened and pressurized fluid is 
sent to perform a task, some of the fluid is directed to close the valve pro-
viding instant feedback.
 

Magès’ “hydraulic computers” take driver demands, interpret servo-feed-
back information, and make decisions that enhance the car’s safety mar-

gins, instantly relaying intelligent 
commands for safe, flawless, 
and effortless driving. With high 
power hydraulics now available, 
Magès developed many applica-
tions.  Magès understood intui-
tively that suspension designers, 
whose work he studied, were 
incorrect with their basic assump-
tion: stiff springs will not hold 
a wheel to the road.  They do 
just the opposite after hitting a 
bump.  Magès’ “hydropneumatic 
suspension” has nitrogen springs 
and self-adjusting spring damp-
eners to provide an unbeliev-
ably comfortable ride.  Correctly 
stated, the spring is the shock 
absorber; the so-called ‘shock 
absorber’ merely scrubs or damp-
ens a spring’s oscillations.  Magès 
continuously self-adjusting spring 
dampeners give larger bumps ac-
cess to more of the pressurized 
nitrogen, this permits a full eight 
inches of wheel movement thus 
reducing attitude pitching and the 
sensation of hitting a bump.  The 
bigger the bump the better it is 
absorbed until the limits are fi-
nally reached: the DS travels 35% 
faster than steel sprung cars down 
a rough surface. Load variations 
have no effect as a self-leveling 

function keeps the suspension at the driver-selected height. Ground clear-
ances can be increased to eleven inches to pass obstacles such as boulders, 
creeks, and snowdrifts, or lowered for an even more luxurious ride and a 
lower center of gravity for increased safety.  

André Lefèbvre Jules-Pierre Boulanger

Robert Puiseux

Flaminio Bertoni

Walter Becchia  Paul Magès
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Automotive engineers use tire pressure as part 
of their suspensions, resulting in tire flexing and 
fatigue.  Magès’ Citroëns regularly attained 80 
to 100 thousand miles and beyond on a set of 
tires because of the nitrogen, unlike vehicles 
with semi-rigid steel springs that force tires to 
augment the performance of the springs.  Pres-
surized nitrogen is 600 times more supple than 
steel, allowing near constant tire/road contact 
pressure, not flexing and distorting the tires 
during a bump. The tires are in fulltime contact 
with the ground, which allows a DS to remain 
in control on uneven surfaces. Typical of all 
Citroëns: enhanced safety margins are the 
result of intelligent design. A simple hydraulic 
device enhances the front anti-roll bar function 
in the 1955 DS.  Recorded in Magès’ January 
1944 sketches is a pendulum-controlled hy-
draulic anti-roll function added to the Hydro-
pneumatic Suspension.  In February 1955, six 
prototypes DSs were equipped with this feature 
that power leveled the cars in turns. Cornering 
speed and road adhesion improved, comfort 
increased, and tire-wear reduced by 30% over 
non-equipped DSs.  In the late 1980’s electronic 
computers, sensors, and high-speed electronic/
hydraulic valves allowed Magès’ concepts to be 
fully implemented.
 

Three independent brake systems operate on 
the DS, the first car with 
stored high-pressure 
stopping power, computer 
brake management and 
the first high-volume fam-
ily car with disc brakes.  It 
is also the first to have an 
effective Anti-lock Brake 
System (ABS), consist-
ing of load-sensed vari-
able rear brake pressure, 
plus dynamic brake effort 
distribution combined with 
self-correcting steering on 
a three-point suspension. The brake pedal (a rubber bulb) is the same height 
as the gas with a total of ¼ inch movement, reducing reaction time.  Muscle 
power does not stop a DS.  The harder the pedal is pushed, the more the 
stored hydraulic pressure is released to the brakes, and the more that pres-
sure pushes the pedal back, providing servo-feedback sensitivity to the 

foot.  A Pressure-Reservoir powers the front brakes, 
independent of the engine.  The rear suspension pro-
vides the rear brake pressure, also independent of the 
engine.  Additional static weight causes the rear suspen-
sion to self-level which gives the rear brakes more oper-
ating pressure: the rear brakes develop near maximum 
stopping but never lock up, loaded or unloaded.  Servo-
feedback allows the brake computer to monitor ground 
topography and dynamic weight transfers to continuous-
ly vary the braking effort to the axle that can best use 
it: lifting from a bump reduces efforts; landing provides 
surges per axle at the same pedal pressure.  Cooled 
by huge air rams, the brake discs are mounted at the 
transmission where they do not add mass to the front 
wheels.  After hitting a bump, the momentum gener-
ated with increased un-sprung weight at the wheel such 
as the weight of a brake caliper and disk, tends to lift a 
wheel off the road.  Citroëns DSs stay glued to the road. 
The emergency brake mechanically operates a second 
set of pads on the front discs: it can be locked as a park-
ing brake that holds on a 45 degree slope. 
 

With the brakes out of the way of the steering linkage, 
the front wheels turn at a sharper angle making the DS 
very agile on the road.  The front wheels pivot through 
the center of the tires so that an out of balance force 
at one tire does not jerk the steering wheel, re-aiming 
the other wheel.  By way of comparison the only reason 

DS hydropneumatic brake pedal

continued on page 8...
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Citroën DS - Engineering Brilliance - continued from page 7

most cars will permit straight tracking some of the time is that both front 
tires drag evenly through their off-centered suspension geometry: danger-
ous dragging to a side occurs if there is a mix of a new and used, or a radial 
and a bias ply tire.  Hitting a pothole causes alignment problems.  A life-
threatening loss of control results from a blown tire, even at low speeds; 
at higher speeds, overcorrection and rollover accidents occur.  Combined 
with Magès pressure-reservoir power and self-correcting steering, road 
hazards that try to change the steering angle are “power overcome” auto-
matically.  Regardless of speed, the DS and 
subsequent Citroëns are immune to the 
effects of crosswinds, crowns in the road, 
potholes, and blown tires at straight ahead 
direction, even with hands-free driving, or at 
any other angle chosen by the driver’s use of 
the steering wheel.  Unlike imitation fan-belt 
driven “power assist” systems, the Magès 
steering computer, with servo-feedback, 
“knows” where the front wheels are aimed 
at all times.  In combination with Magès ABS 
braking, hands-free hard stopping with ice 
under one side, or multiple blown tires, does 
not put the car out of control.  Even driving 
with a back tire removed is safe.  (Ever have 
two flats)?  The DS has a three-point sus-
pension with four wheels; driving with three 
is possible.  In the case of steering hydraulic 
failure, an accurate rack-and-pinion steering 
system is engaged, that otherwise is never 
accessed. [With FWD always have the same 
diameter rubber on the front: relegate the 
small spare for rear service, only, even if you 
have to change more than one tire! Failure 
to do this may cost you a transmission be-
cause the internal differential will fail.]   
 

In 1958 Magès perfected the advanced 
steering of the 1955 DS model by incor-
porating a variable ratio, three turn lock-to-lock, speed-sensitive variable-
powered system with a power-return feature.  This “Deravi Steering System” 
was introduced to the world on the 1970 Citroën SM, modified to two turn 
lock-to-lock steering and with variable ratio where the steering becomes 
more active the further away from the straight-ahead position, thus reduc-
ing the effect of hand twitches at high speed and increasing the steering 
response for sharper angled, low speed maneuvers.  The variable power is a 
function of road speed so that the feel, the servo-feedback of the steering, 
remains the same at any angle or velocity.  Less power is needed at higher 
speeds: full power is available when parked.  With hands off, the stored-
power returns the steering to straight ahead even with the engine turned off. 

 
The research for this article produced a story more amazing than had been 
anticipated.  Pierre Boulanger’s diary revealed a desire to “show Americans 
how to build an automobile”.  The Paul Magès Internet site provided extracts 
from a two-volume French book entitled Citroën, History and Secrecies of its 
Engineering and Design Department written by Roger Brioult, in 1987.  Paul 
Magès and other members of Citroën’s top secret Bureau d’Etudes are inter-
viewed.  The following comments are extracted:
 

The DS 19 was intended to be even more extraordinary.  It was intro-
duced with only “1/3 of the advances” that had been envisioned and proto-

typed.   Economic factors forced the tim-
ing of the introduction of the DS.  Like the 
Traction Avant, the DS was prematurely 
forced into production because of falling 
sales at Citroën and the public’s desire for 
a new family sedan.  Citroën could have 
introduced and polished it, producing only 
a few vehicles at a time, selling them to a 
few high-end consumers, but was forced to 
launch the long awaited “new family car” in 
mass production numbers for the company’s 
economic survival.  Below is a partial list of 
features that André Lefèbvre intended to be 
on the DS.  Some of these features found 
their way into subsequent models, and some 
long awaited features only having appeared 
on Citroën’s current flagship sedan, the 
C6.  Remember, with the launch of the DS, 
Citroën had just invented a new system of 
high-pressure hydraulics.  It had teething 
problems that had to be quickly mastered for 
the success of a mass-produced vehicle. 
 

The first 500 DSs, sold mostly to Paris taxi 
drivers, were followed very carefully by elite 
Citroën factory crews that performed repairs 
overnight, if need be.  This was the shake-
down field-evaluation of the mechanical 
components of the car, and of the manufac-

turing processes.  For example, when a batch of DSs developed leaks in the 
steering system, its cause was discovered on the production line: a screw-
driver handle had been used to force assembly.  Problems like this were 
quickly identified and resolved.
 

Out of necessity, by 1958 Citroën had invented a new precision manufac-
turing industry, far more precise than the Swiss watch industry, producing 
44,000 hydraulic components a day with tolerances of one tenth of a micron 
or about 0.000004 inch. [In 1957 Chevrolet advised its dealers to add Bon 
Ami abrasive cleaner to the motor oil to seat the rings; oil consumption was 
one quart per 4 or 5 hundred miles!]  Over 1.4 million DS and variant mod-
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els were manufactured in France, Belgium, Spain, Portugal, England, Mexico, 
and Australia between 1955 and 1975 when the CX and subsequent models 
replaced the DS.  
 

The DS is the definitive automobile of the 20th Century.  The 1955 DS, with 
Magès’ hydropneumatic technology, was given the “International Industrial 
Design of the Century” award placing above the Boeing 747, the Nuclear 
Submarine, the Lunar Lander, the Apple computer, and other contenders.  It 
flawlessly integrated more than 56 advanced techniques leading the auto-
motive industry well into the 21st century. The DS was awarded the “Best 
World Design Object of the 20th Century” by FX International Design, Lon-
don 1999.  “World’s Safest Production Car” and “The Best Sedan” are other 
awards.  André Citroën was voted “The Car Manufacturer of the Century” by 
a panel of 100 international automobile journalists.  Twenty top car design-
ers picked the DS as “The Most Beautiful Sedan, Ever.”  And that’s what we 
see and experience in the actual DS production models.  While most of us 
know its many design and technical virtues, (and if you don’t we’ll list them 
in our next issue), here is a list of some of the features in preparation for the 
1955 DS that did not make their way into production at the time, (but many 
of which found there way into subsequent models):
 

 •  A flat four-cylinder air-cooled engine.  (1970 GS). 
 •  A flat six-cylinder fuel injected engine for a high-end model.   
     (Tilted to a 90 degree “V” Six in the SM ) 
 •  A fully automatic hydrostatic transmission.  (Now used by con-
     struction equipment, and now on hybrid production cars with 
     energy-capturing braking using Nitrogen Pressure Reservoirs for 
     energy reclamation where fuel reduction can be as much as 85%!) 
 •  Four wheel disc brakes.  (SM and GS) 
 •  A left and right rear wheel brake hydraulic modulator that reacted 
     to the deviations of a non-desired trajectory.  The forerunner 
     of the Electronic Stability Control,(Magès’ 1948 notes) now found 
     electro-hydraulically in many Citroën models (Magès’ 1948 notes) 
 •  US federal law requires all 2012 vehicles to have the Electronic 
     Stability Program! 
 •  Directional headlamps.  (Bertoni’s 1946 sketches show fender 
     mounted directional lamps.  Paul Panhard  copied Bertoni’s  fender 
     mounts in the 1964 “Panhard 24”.  The directional high beams 
     were eventually introduced in 1966 in the fender mounted and 
     self leveling headlamps of the 1965 Citroën DS introduced by 
     Robert Opron, the body designer of the SM Citroën and the
     General Motors Camaro.  Opron did not copy Panhard, but 
     followed the original intent of Bertoni.)  
 •  Hydraulic motors weigh much less than the equivalent electric 
     motor.  Magès’ hydropneumatic power, already a part of the DS, 
     was to have enabled the following: 
  A.  Hydraulic powered windscreen wipers with an infinitely 
        variable speed. (SM: variable electronic resistance, drag,
       wet vs. nearly dry windshield, controlled the electric 
                 windshield wiper’s speed.)

  B.  Hydraulic powered passenger compartment ventilator 
          with a gradual variable speed.
  C.  Hydraulic driven alternator that is run only when needed 
       and then operated at the ideal speed.
  D.  Hydraulically driven engine oil pump and Pressure Res-
       ervoir to lubricate the engine before starting, to maintain 
       pressure at an ideal level, to prevent startup bearing 
                 wear, and oil starvation on high-speed curves.  (Nitrogen 
                 pressured accumulators are now used in racecars.)
  E.  Hydraulic driven engine starter.  (The air equivalent now 
       used for truck and bus engines.)
  F.   A deployable rear wing for increased rear-end down pres-
          sure at high speed, fully deployed as an emergency high-
       speed air brake. Variably pitched according to road 
       speed.  (2005 C6 Lignage)
  G.  Hydraulic powered radiator fan motor.
  H.  Hydraulic powered, pendulum controlled, anti-roll function 
       prototyped in 5 DSs in1955.  (Electronically controlled in 
       the 1995 Xantia Activa.)  Tire wear (30% improvement) 
                 as compared to non pendulum equipped DSs. 
  I.  Yoke steering with one third turn to a lock.  (1999 C-
       Crosser prototype.)  Two late 1940’s Bertoni dashboard 
       sketches incorporate the forerunner of the Magès’ aircraft 
       steering yoke: double horizontal tillers with ball hand
       grips at the ends.  One sketch shows only the right bar 
       with just a suggestion of the left bar.  This establishes 
       that Magès was working on the Deravi steering concept 
           well in advance of the introduction of the SM and DS. 
 

Every couple of years the industry re-invents their cars by copying another 
DS feature.  Look at Lexus, Mercedes Benz, and BMW; with 15 degree track-
ing high beam headlamps on their current models.  In 1965 the Citroën DS 
was modified with self-leveling headlamps. Self-leveling lamps do not throw 
light into oncoming eyes when the car passes over road undulations or 
during hard accelerations.  In 1967, tracking high beam search-lights were 
added that fill light into curves about to be taken, remaining there as the car 
straightens up in the new direction.  The Citroën system rotates the lamps, 

at angles sharper than the front 
wheels, up to 85 degrees, in antici-
pation of the turn.  The glass covers 
over these headlamps improves the 
aerodynamics to decrease fuel con-
sumption 18 to 23 % over the non-
covered models.  The headlamps 
were the only technical addition to 
the DS during its 20 year production 
run.  The Citroën headlamp system 
is now legal in this country, now  

1967 onwards, tracking high beam lights. continued on page 10...



         that other manufacturers have “invented” them.
         US export models lacked this feature
          because Uncle Sam deemed them
                “too advanced for the Ameri-
          can driver” as quoted in a 
              letter to M. Lebovichie, 
       the then manager of
        the US Citroën office.
        “Citroën continues to
       raise the United States
       Federal Automotive  
                 Safety Standards with
                   US and other manu-
           facturers dutifully 
             following behind.”
 

Citroën DS family cars, often unmodified, went on to win international rallies 
and races. The robust structure of the car, the superb handling in real world 
conditions, and the lack of fatigue experienced by the drivers brought in many 
leaders.  Citroën drivers were known to party hard after a race!  Several 
manufacturers did not post the pool of support their race teams received 
because their purses were so big.  Citroën did not list its purse because it 
was so small: Paul Coltelloni driving his wife’s family car, an ID 19, won the 
1959 Monte Carlo Rally. With seven victories that year in that ID, Coltelloni 
became the first Frenchman to become Rally Champion of Europe.  In the 
1969 “Tour du Portugal”, eight hundred miles from the finish, one car remained 
to win the 1,860 mile, event.  That car was the only Citroën entered, an ID 
20.  Team Citroën entered 7 DS 21s in the 3,700 mile, 1969 Moroccan 
Rally.  Five DSs placed in the seven cars that finished the race: 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, 5th, and 6th.  The 11,000 mile, 1974 Wembley-Munich World Cup Rally 
had Jeep Cherokee V8 station wagons, 7-litre Jeeps, Range Rovers, the 
British Army’s Morris Marina and other four-wheel drive vehicles.  Sedans 
included Porsche 911, Lancia Fulvia, Leyland P76, Mercedes Benz 280E, 
Peugeot 504, Hillman Minx Series Three, 8-liter Bentley, Ford Escort, and 
others.  Team Citroën’s two DS23s placed 1st and 6th.  The 1st place Citroën 
finished 28 hours in the lead. 
 

As reported by a Greek national, a contest was held in Greece at a local 
dealership to see if anyone could flip an old DS.  The new car prize was not 
claimed as no one succeeded.  Citroën demonstrated the same no-flipping 
at an airport runway at highest speeds by having the test driver quickly turn 
the steering wheel to a lock.  With burning rubber, the car simply turned. 
 

Thanks to the engineering brilliance of Lefèbvre, Magès, and others, and the 
management geniuses, Citroën, Boulanger and others: if you are not driving 
a Citroën automobile, you are driving an imitation car.  Boulanger asked his 
staff to examine all the possibilities including the impossible, demanding not 
even 10% useful ideas: the results speak for themselves.  

Citroën DS - Engineering Brilliance - continued from page 9
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Fashion for the Fast Lane

         Hats - white or khaki
          $18. CDN

  T-Shirts  
$18. CDN

     Water Repellent Jackets 
     $103. CDN

Denim Shirts in khaki or blue
                      $ 46. CDN

Pre-payment required.  Shipping charges apply.  To order - contact John McCulloch: 905.844.8788 or jmcculloch8@cogeco.ca  

Citroën Autoclub Canada shirts, hats, jackets and jewellery sporting our logo!

 Optical Crystal Keychains  
with 3D Citroën chevrons

Rectangle or circle cut w/ bevel cut
 Regular (non lighted) - $12. CDN
With LED illumination - $15. CDN  

Pullover - blue or black 
$86. CDN

DS in 3D Optical Crystal (2-3/4 x 3-9/16 x 5-7/8”)  
   $140. CDN   (Lighted base - $30 optional extra).

 Also available - three dimensional crystal with 2CV, 
 H-Van or XM, and smaller crystal sizes:
            2 x 2 x 3-1/8” rectangle shape - $30 CDN
            2-3/8 x 3-1/8 x 4-3/4” rectangle - $100 CDN
                  

 CAC Lapel Pins  
(Choice of DS, SM, 

2CV or Traction)
 $3. CDN each

Set of 4 - $10. CDN
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John Long’s recent restoration of his 1961 ID19 was not done just to put 
this lovely car back on the road.   What motivated him to complete the ID 
was his desire to have a distinctive tow vehicle for his extremely rare 1935 
Bowlus Road Chief travel trailer (#149).   The Bowlus was John’s restoration 
project before tackling his ID.  
 

Weighing a mere 1100 lbs, the Bowlus is the marvel of engineering within 
the trailer world.   It looks like something Buckminster Fuller would have 
created for the mobile American while designing his famous Dymaxion car 
and house.   (The house survives and is on display at the Henry Ford 
Museum in Detroit, the car is in the National Automobile Museum, 
Reno, Nevada).   
 

Bowlus was the first all aluminum travel trailer designed by Hawley 
Bowlus in 1934.  About eighty Bowlus trailers were produced by 
Hawley Bowlus, in San Fernando, California, from 1934 to ’36.  
Built on a galvanized steel tubular frame, the trailer is made 
of panels of riveted alclad aluminum that are screwed to the 
frame.  This construction method is very similar to aircraft.  It 
is insulated and trimmed in birch plywood.  The galley which is 
just inside the door at the front came standard with a sink, icebox, 
water tank, stove.   The central area on the left has a couch that 
converts to a bed and on the other side a table and two chairs that 

also converts to a second bed.  Then 
there is a clothes closet on the left side 
and a chest of drawers made out of 
aluminum on the right.  The door to the 
clothes closet opens to give the rear bed-
room privacy. At the back is a bedroom 
with a V bed and a small cabinet at the 
very rear.   Quite large at 19 feet long 
and 7ft 6” high yet remarkably ultra-light.  
And it preceded any effort by Airstream 
to build an aluminum trailer.   
 

John has been meticulous about its res-
toration.  To restore the windows and the 
aluminum panels he wanted the exact 
correct rivets that would match all the 
older rivets.   He went down to a local 
airplane supply shop and showed his old 
rivets to them only to find out that they 
were not made anymore.   As luck would 
have it, one of the fellows in the shop 
said maybe he had some very very old 
rivets that had not been catalogued in 
their computer inventory system.   He 
went out back, pulled out a tall ladder 
and climbed to a top shelf where there 
was a number of very old cardboard 

boxes from the 30’s and 40’s with dust all over them. He got a box down, 
opened it and WOW they were correct.   John immediately bought the entire 
box so he would have enough for the whole restoration. 
 

John is planning to tow the Bowlus behind his Tatra T87.  While it can be 
done, the rear mounted V8 and long rear overhang of the Tatra is no match 

John’s ID19 with the Bowlus in tow.

Bowlus - American Engineering Marvel in
      Mobile Accommodation
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to ID19’s very short rear overhang and auto leveling hydraulic suspension.  
Plus the aerodynamics of the DS complement the tapered aerodynamic 
shape of the Bowlus.  
 

You can see a wonderful picture gallery of John’s Bowlus restoration at 
http://www.openthinkinc.com/bowlus/trailers.html 
 

John’s extensive research on the history of Bowlus and his restoration trailer 
restoration efforts can also be seen in a beautiful book that he has pub-
lished.  There is a preview and a means to order it here:  
http://www.blurb.com/books/1322825 
 

You may be able see it in person.  John has plans to take the Bowlus and his 
ID19 to Rendezvous at Saratoga Springs in 2011, and actually camping in it 
of course!  
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     Nashville - SM 40th Anniversary Fall Meet

  by George Dyke

David Hume of Excelsior Motors is 
a man with a passion for Citroën 
SM’s.  After collecting and working 
on them for over 30 years, Dave 
has amassed a wealth of knowl-
edge and parts.  The knowledge 
becomes apparent whenever you 
speak with him.  However, when 
you get a chance to visit Excelsior 
Motors, just west of Lexington, 
Kentucky, you see just how ex-
tensive his dedication is to keep-
ing SMs on the road. This past 
spring at Rendezvous in Saratoga 
Springs, New York, Dave displayed 
his newly restored 1975 3 litre, 
fuel-injected SM (a car he had 
squirreled away for 25 years).  It 
took best SM honours as well as 
winning Best of Show.  And Dave 
organized the 40th anniversary SM photo shoot meeting in Buffalo New York 
where a dozen owners assembled at the very spot where some of the origi-
nal photos were taken for Citroën’s US sales literature.  To keep the 40th SM 
anniversary celebration momentum going, Dave mentioned at Rendezvous 
that he was going to hold a Fall meeting commencing at Excelsior Motors 
and that he hoped to take in the phenomenal automobile collection at the 
Lane Motor Museum in Nashville, Tennessee.  

Dave set things up with Jeff Lane for a 3 day weekend outing on October 
1- 3, 2010, and what a weekend it was!  I set out early, leaving Toronto on 
Wednesday and stopping in Buffalo to visit Jim Berry who loaned me the 
original Motor Trend 1972 Car of the Car award, presented to Citroën for the 
SM, so it could be on display at our event in Nashville.  On the way I spent a 
day and a half driving the SM very close to its limits on some lovely back-
roads in Ohio and passing through towns like Marietta and Athens.  A fabu-
lous drive, fortunately uninterrupted by Ohio state troopers. 

As planned, we assembled at Dave’s on the Friday for a 1pm departure to 
Nashville.  When we gathered at Dave’s, he invited us to look about the 
“shop” housing many SMs in various stages of repair and restoration.  One 
SM being restored for a customer in Windsor, Ontario, Canada, had a driver’s 
side rear quarter panel cut away to expose rust requiring some welding and 

additional new metal.   
It was interesting to 
see its inside structure. 
The SM had holes for 
what appeared to be 

left side fuel 
access. Were 
they thinking 
about moving 
it to the left for 
North Ameri-
can customers, 
or were they 
thinking ahead 
for the possibil-
ity of right-hand 
drive?  What also struck me in looking at the rear quarter panel was 
how easily the SM could be stretched by cutting the car at the roof 
just before the door post and the lower portion under the rear side 
window by cutting straight down from the horizontal line of the rear 
window.    When we interviewed Robert Opron, the designer of the 
SM, during his visit to the US in 2005, he mentioned that Citroën had 
requested that the SM be designed for eventual 4-door capability.   It 
certainly seemed that structurally Citroën had factored for that. (See 
the following photos where I took the liberty to test my theory by 
playing with them in Photoshop to make a 4-door sedan extension).   

Dave proudly displays 40th anniversary cake.

Cutting the coupe at the points 
marked in yellow provides the ability 
to extend straight back to achieve a 
4-door sedan. 

A little work in 
Photoshop and 
voilà! - Peter
Bandy’s SM is
stretched from 
2-doors to 4. 
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Driving to Nashville from Dave’s, was a visual 
SM feast on the road as drivers on Blue Grass 
Parkway and I65 got a treat of these French 
style icons gliding along.   We arrived at Jeff 
Lane’s for a cocktail party and private viewing 
of over 150 cars that are not in the museum’s 
public display.  Notable Citroëns included a 
4x4 2CV, two 2CV convertibles and a conver-
sion done a few years ago by an enterprising 
Dutchman which resulted in an amphibious 
2CV.  More than 25 people registered for this 
event.  Participants included: Russ Theus, 
Ed Grant, Pete & Gabe Bandy, Karen Tuerk , 
James Flaherty, Angus Mc Dougald, Kaye Mac-
Innes, Ken Shriver, Ronald Kienhuis, Michael 
Lippig, Walter Chomentowski, Steve Claassen, 
Mike Janssen, Jeff Lane, John Rigby, Bruce 
Sweetman and David & Shelby Hume.

Saturday, we assembled for an official SM 
photo shoot for Automotive Weekly, and then 
took the SMs on a backroads’ tour around 
Nashville.  I drove Michael Lippig, a multiple 
SM owner from North Carolina, who flew into 
Nashville for the day.  (Michael is sorting out 
which SM to get roadworthy again).   Af-
ter the drive and a leisurely, late afternoon 
stroll through the public display area of the 
Lane Motor Museum, we went for dinner at 
Verandah, a local high end restaurant, where 
we toasted Dave and Jeff and celebrated the 

SM’s 40 anniversary with a 40th anniversary cake!  I 
went to downtown Nashville with Peter and Gabriel 
Bandy where the SM caused quite a stir in the night-
club district.   

Sunday was “drive it” day at the Lane Motor Museum.  
Jeff pulled out a Traction Avant 15-6, Mehari 4x4, Ami 
6 and a 1923 Citroën half-track “Kégresse” for us to 
drive.   The Kégresse was the most entertaining.  

continued on page 16...

Driving into Nashville on I-65. Dave Hume and Jeff Lane.

SMs abound on the journey along I-65. Citroëns are the first thing you see entering the museum.

Built custom for the Lane Motor Museum - replica 2-headed 2CV.

Saturday afternoon
country road tour.
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SM 40th Anniversary - Nashville  ...... continued from page 15

Actually getting behind the wheel and taking it 
for a spin out back, I was amazed that I was 
driving an 88 year old vehicle that formed the 
basis for Citroën’s legendary transcontinental ex-
peditions (Croisière Jaune, Noir, etc.)  How they 
managed to go thousands of kilometres in these 
in their day is mind-boggling.  

A dream come true for Dave Hume to drive a Kégresse. Food and fun times at Saturday’s SM anniversary dinner.

Dave Hume drives the Kégresse up a massive Arco 
 US military landing craft out the back of the museum.

The lower level of the museum (that the public 
doesn’t see) is packed with nearly 200 eclectic 
cars and motocycles.

Propellor driven 1919 Leyat Helico & 1932 Helicron. A “true duck” 2CV.  It’s amphibious!

 A few more   
 gauges and 
     switches 
    than your 
typical 2CV!

Note the 
rear naviga-
tional boat 
lights and 
license plate 
position
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Heading West in 2011?   

    Here are a few events happening in          
      California that you may want to fit 
             into your agenda:

Feb 13 - Urban Wine Tasting, Oakland (San Francisco Citroën Club)

Mar 13 - Newspaper Printing Facility, Fremont (San Francisco Citroën Club)

Apr 10 - Marine Mammal Ctr., Marin Headlands (San Francisco Citroën Club)

May 15 - Cit Rally, San Francisco (San Francisco Citroën Club)

June 17-19 - West Coast Citroen Rendezvous,  Location TBD

July 10 - Potluck at Lon Price’s, Santa Cruz  (San Francisco Citroën Club)

Sunday Nov 6  –  The Best of France & Italy Car 
Show - Woodley Park in Van Nuys, CA.   9am - 4pm.   
Billed as the Greatest car show on earth for French and 
Italian cars.  (Clearly the organizers have never been 
to Retromobile or Essen).  Nevertheless, always a great 
turnout of Citroëns!   Fly your flag with flair!  Enter from 
Woodley Ave. just south of Victory Blvd. - 1st light west 
of 405 Fwy.  Note that suggested call time for car place-
ment is 7:30am.   www.franceanditaly.com

We bid Jeff adieu midday on Sunday and headed back to Dave’s in 
Kentucky. We stopped along the way to pose a few SMs in front of the 
Corvette museum in Bowling Green.  

Once back at Dave’s, Angus 
MacDougald, Ed Grant and 
I took some extra time to 
get some service done.  On 
my SM, we installed new 
front Michelin XWX tires, 
replaced the cams and up-
per chains, as well clunky 
front drive shafts and rear 
bearings.  Dave had a visitor 
from Florida, Steve Claassen 

who is beginning a restoration 
on a SM that he acquired.  Steve 
owns a shop in Florida specializ-
ing in Maserati and Lamborghini.  
Steve has experience with SMs 
and is an electrical wizard.  He 
made a lighting modification so 

that all six headlights can come on if I want - all powered directly from the 
alternator.  And on low beam I can optionally have the turning spot beams 
work.  In the dark, it’s now a day for night driving experience with it!    

All in all a fantastic Fall outing.  Thanks so much to Dave and Jeff for all 
their efforts and enthusiasm!    

The editors, George Dyke and John McCulloch, are always delighted 
to have contributions to CITROËNVIE !   We are 
looking for articles on events, cars, 
people or any other item that you 
think might be of interest to our
Citroën fanatics.  Include a picture 
or two.  We can take it from there...  

We invade the Corvette Musem for a photo op.
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     Ottawa Citroën Club Gathering 2010 –   
        new location, new format, same great spirit

    by Robert McLeod (photos: Fabienne Thurler, Cor Baars, Claudine McLeod)

On the weekend of August 13-15, the Ottawa Citroën Club held their 11th 
annual gathering.  This year, Neil Bova and Maureen Hannusch took on the 
organizers’ roles.

Neil worked over the win-
ter with the town of Perth 
to integrate the Citroën 
gathering into several 
other events that were 
going on during the same 
weekend, including the 
famed Garlic Festival.

The base of festivities 
was Last Duel Park on the 
west side of town.  As the 
name implies, this park 
is built on the site of the 
last fatal duel fought in 
Canada, in 1833.  Neil 
and Maureen began on Friday morning to get the site ready to receive cars 
and drivers from all over eastern Canada and the US.  They were joined on 
Friday afternoon by some of the regulars from the Ottawa Club, including 
Cor and Carla Baars.

By late Friday afternoon, cars had arrived from Guelph, Montreal, New 
Hampshire, and Ottawa.  As 
old friendships were renewed, 
and new ones formed some 
people took the short walk or 
drive into the heart of historic 
Perth, to enjoy the many res-
taurants, pubs, and entertain-
ment.  Neil rewarded the early 
arrivers with a surprise BBQ 
dinner at the park.  As evening 
drew on, some folks returned 
to their camp sites at the park, 
while others explored their ac-
commodations in town.

On Saturday, cars continued to arrive throughout the morning, eventually 
totaling about 20 Citroëns.  The selection ranged from a 425 cc Truckette, 
through many and various 2CVs, a Dyane, Paul Riccardi’s famous Méhari, 
one DS, three SMs, and an XM.  Familiar faces included Ruth and Neil Bryson 
from Kingston, Michel Larouche and Danielle from Montreal, Raymond Boutin 
from Lac-Etchemin, Dave McAuley and Cindy from Guelph, Paul Riccardi 
and Laraine from New Hampshire, as well as Ottawa members such as Jaro 
Dvorsky, Bruce Grant and Diane, Jim and Beth McCollum, Cor and Carla 
Baars, Ian Craib and Margaret, Michel Landry, J-P Dubois among others.  We 
welcomed the 
return of Volker 
Vollrath and 
Mary-Jane, with 
their immacu-
late SM.  New 
faces included 
Angus MacDou-
gald and Kaye 
MacInnes from 
Verona, near 
Kingston, with 
their lovely 
gold-coloured 
SM.

Neil and Maureen, the organizers, with friends

Site set up at Last Duel Park

Historic Perth was just a short walk away

A nice assortment of cars
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Unfortunately we 
were down one DS 
this year, because 
Michel Landry’s 
ever-present DS21 
had experienced 
an electrical fire 
earlier in the sum-
mer, and was still 
recuperating.  Mi-
chel made a valiant 
effort to find a sub-
stitute, and arrived 
in a Peugeot 505 
from Mike Aube.

Around mid-morn-
ing on Saturday, 
several of the cars 
headed off to the Farmer’s Market, in the heart of Perth on the banks of 
the Tay River.  Here, Neil had arranged for a dedicated display area.  Within 
minutes, many shoppers from the Farmer’s Market had started coming over 
to examine this rather out-of-the-ordinary spectacle.  Although there were 
a few “What are they?” questions, most of the visitors showed passing-to-
profound knowledge of the cars and their history.  Many excellent discus-
sions, interspersed with “When I was a student traveling in Europe….” stories 
ensued.

Cars continued to arrive during the display, and by the time it ended, 
there was not a square foot of Citroën-free space to be had.  Extricating 
the cars was performed v-e-r-y carefully.  Folks returned to the park over 
the next couple of hours.

During this time, the setup was underway for the traditional Citroën 
Olympic Games.  This year’s games put a much higher value on skill and 
precision, and less on raw speed.  This reflected the fact that the games 
were held in a public park, and that we wanted to keep activities close to 
the heart of the gathering.  Of course Yaro was disappointed that he would 
not get to use third gear!

Nonetheless, a small cadre of participants presented themselves, in five 
teams of two, all driving 2CVs.  They were cheered on by a much larger 
contingent of spectators.

This year’s challenge involved negotiating a devilishly narrow and twisted 
course, both forward and reverse, while the co-driver picked up and de-

livered various 
objects, all the 
while safely 
seated in the 
car.  The key 
really was to get 
the angles right 
the first time, 
because any 
error quickly 
was magnified 
as the course 
continued.

Dave and Cindy 
in action at the 
Games
 

Neil shows winning 
form, with 
Yaro at the wheel
 

Paul Riccardi’s famous Méhari

Citroëns on display at the Perth Farmers’ Market continued on page 20...
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They say that quality floats (at least that’s one of the things that people 
say floats…) and sure enough, when all was said and done, Yaro Dvorsky 
emerged as a repeat winner, this year with Neil Bova as his co-driver.  First-
time competitors Dave McAuley and Cindy turned in an excellent second 
place performance.  Jim McCollum and Jean-Pierre Dubois took third.  The 
rest of the finishing order was: Ian Craib and Margaret in fourth, and the fre-
quent former winners Fabienne and Christian Thurler came home in an un-
familiar last place. Top prizes for the games were provided by Jim McCollum, 
who had brought back various Citroën die cast models from his recent trip 
to France.  Congratulation and thanks to all teams who were brave enough 
to participate.   What will it take to improve participation next year, so the 
Games can continue?

At the conclusion of the games, 
attention turned that all-impor-
tant subject: Food.  Neil and 
Maureen had arranged for an 
excellent and varied selection 
of dishes, but first there was 
a community corn shucking 
session.  Neil had equipped the 
park’s pavilion structure with 
picnic tables, BBQs and even 
fridges, so amenities were far 
from lacking.  With BBQs blaz-
ing and pots boiling, soon there 
was a long line up of eager 
diners.  As is always the case at 
the Ottawa Club gathering, 

conversations 
were rich, in 
either (or some-
times both) of-
ficial languages.

Later that 
evening at the 
prize giving cer-
emony, Michel 
Landry sur-
prised everyone 
by giving the 
owner of each 
Citroën a lovely 

Many hands make light 
work of shucking corn

A true feast

wristwatch, bearing the classic chevron trademark.  The watches were even 
engraved on the back, to mark the event.  Everyone was thrilled with this 
generous gesture on Michel’s part.

   Fabienne receives her souvenir watch from Michel
 
Other prizes, from various local sponsors 
were awarded by drawing numbers, so that 
as many participants as possible went home 
with a treasure.  The rest of the summer’s 
evening was dedicated to friendship, chat, 
and sampling of local beverages, again pro-
vided by Neil and Maureen.

On Sunday morning, Cor and Carla Baars provided 
a French-style petit déjeuner to everyone who was 
present and conscious.  By the time breakfast broke 
up, it was late morning, and some of the folks who 
had traveled the farthest decided to begin the jour-
ney home, while others remained in Perth to continue 
their exploration and discussions.

This was the first time that the Ottawa Citroën Club 
gathering had been held at this new location, with 
a new format.  I think everyone who was there will 
agree that Neil and Maureen did a fantastic job of 
organizing, and ensuring that everything anyone 
needed was looked after.  The park location proved to 
be very suitable, not only for the activities, but also to 

What the well-dressed 
Citroënist will be 
wearing this year



                What ’s  New At  Mother  Corp.
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offer accommodation to those who were tenting, trailering, or RV-ing.  The 
close proximity of downtown Perth offered other options for accommodation, 
without feeling removed from the event, as well as providing easy access to 
non-automotive activities to improve variety.   Overall, another success, in a 
long string of successes for the Ottawa Club.  

           DS9

PSA/Peugeot-Citroën 
will actually build its 
new luxury sedan 
based on the Metropolis 
concept car that we 
featured in the last 
issue of CITROËNVIE.   
Created by the PSA 
Design Center in China, 
Gregoire Olivier, CEO 

of Asian operations 
for PSA/Peugeot-
Citroën, candid 
about its future, 
indicating that 
the Metropolis 
will be called the 
DS9, making it 

the flagship of Citroën's DS 
model line. The Metropolis 
is 5300mm long, 2000mm 
wide and 1400mm tall. It is 
built on the same platform as 
the Citroën C6 and Peugeot 
407.  Olivier declined to give a 
production volume estimate or 
say when output may start.  

             Book Review: Backfire – A passion for cars 
               and motoring

    Alan Clark; edited by Robert Coucher
    212 pages, published by Weidenfeld & Nicolson
    ISBN 0 297 60735 9

I was trolling the aisles of my local library 
the other day, and I chanced upon this 
wonderful book.  The cover photo was 
enough to draw me in.  

I had a vague recollection of Alan Clark, 
as a contributor to Classic Car magazine, 
as well as a one-time European Corre-
spondent for Road and Track magazine.  
In any event, I thumbed through the 
photo sections, and amidst a wonderful 
parade of vintage classics (of which more 
anon), there was a photo of a 2CV from 
the mid-1960s.  Well, now I knew what I 
was going to be reading that night!

Written as a collection of Alan’s articles, 
essays, and diary musings, the book 
reflects a fifty year love affair with the 
automobile.  Alan’s life was an unusually 
full one. He was born in 1928, the eldest 
child of the art historian Kenneth Clark, 
author of the bestselling Civilisation. Alan went to Eton and Christ Church, 
Oxford, where he made a name for himself as a Jaguar-driving pleasure-
seeker.  In the 1950s, he continued in that vein, traveling all over Europe, 
attending and writing about motor races from Le Mans to Monaco. In the 
1960s, he became an accomplished military historian, publishing several 
works. In the 1970s, he turned to politics, where he served as a British MP 
for 25 years.

All through his life, he acquired, drove, tinkered with, and traded an enor-
mous range of classic and not-so-classic automobiles.  For folks like me who 
grew up in the era of the British (and other) sports car, his stable is like a 
trip down memory and fantasy lane: Jaguar SS-100, XK-120, C- and D-
types, Bentley Continentals, Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost, Porsche 356/550/911.

To my eyes, one of Alan’s most appealing characteristics is his utter disdain 
for over-restored cars.  He was a man who had 

continued on page 27...
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           A French Canadian Connection at Mille Miglia.

                   by George Dyke

This year's legendary Mille Miglia race in 
Italy saw the participation of a 1957 
Citroën DS19 from Canada.  Louis 
Grenier, who is best known for his 
magnificent collection of Traction 15-
6H automobiles, along with other clas-
sic Citroëns located near Montréal,
decided to ship his 1957 DS19 to 
Brescia to compete in the Mille Miglia 
from May 6-9.  He also took a number 
of friends from Montréal including Claude 
Guillot who services Louis' collection and 
always has one of Louis' Citroëns 
undergoing a complete restoration.  

Louis enlisted the help of Guy Gervais, 
Citroën's championship rally driver, to take 
the DS to its limits in the event.  And going 
to the limits they did!   Unfortunately the DS 
broke one of its front universal joints (“car-
dans”) on the 
drive shaft during 
a high speed cor-
nering maneuver 
and was forced to 
withdraw from the 
race.  Photogra-
phers were there 
to capture the 
moment. In spite 
of the mechani-
cal failure, Louis 
is very proud of 
what his team ac-
complished.   Car 
enthusiasts and 
collectors around 
the world make a 
point each year to 
bring outstanding 
vehicles to compete 

in the Mille Miglia.  Despite the technical trou-
ble this year, we hope that the stage has been 
set for Louis to return next year to compete.   

The first Mille Miglia took place in 1927 and 
with the exception of the WWII era (1940 - 
1947) the race has been an annual event.  
The course follows roughly a figure eight 
from Brescia to Rome and back.   In the 

history of the race there 
have been some serious 
accidents due to suspen-
sion system failures (like 
that of 1939 in which ten 
people died). 1957 marked 
the end of the Mille Miglia as 
it was originally conceived: 
Alfonso de Portago left the 
road at nearly 300 km/h when 
a left front tire burst, causing 
the deaths of nine of the specta-
tors and his co-pilot.  The follow-
ing year the race was changed 
to a  "reliability trial" with speed 
tests.  The race, is also famous for 
its selectivity: only cars produced 
between 1927 and 1957 are per-
mitted and the owners must have 
the experience to ensure maximum 
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performance of the vehicle 
and a great show for fans.

Two Citroëns were in the 
Mille Miglia this year.  A 
2CV AZ driven by hus-
band and wife team 

Christian 
and Margot Baier 
also competed and 
actually finished the race.  

Not a blazingly fast finish for number 172, but a finish nonetheless!  

...CAC President’s Message   -   continued from page 3

an eclectic car show and arts festival being organized by the city of Niagara 
Falls.  The date is July 16.  The location is the charming business district in 
the revitalized Queen Street section of the city.  We will be able to park in 
front of the Paris Crêpes Bistro, a wonderful restaurant that has the best 
French food you are going to find in Ontario! 

We are travelling east once again from Toronto for our Fall outing, this time 
into the lovely rolling hills of the Kawartha region and along some fantastic 
country roads.   I can guarantee you won’t be disappointed with the route!  
Along the way we will visit the charming town of Warkworth and stop to do 
a little shopping at some unique country boutiques on Main Street before 
heading over to Campbellford for lunch. 

For those that can’t get enough Citroën activity, we have established a 
weekly Toronto gathering where we meet for a drink and catch up on the 
latest news.  We meet every Wednesday night after 9:00 pm for about 90 
minutes or so...   The location varies but that’s not a problem. If you would 
like to know when and where, Jim Sciberas (our “Entertainment Director”) 
will be happy to send you an email update as to where the “Citro-fanatics” 
meeting will be.  Just send Jim your request for info at: 
jamesallen.sciberas@tdsb.on.ca.  

Here’s wishing you the happiest of the Holiday Season and the best of 
Citroën driving experiences in the new year!    
           - George Dyke
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    Bucephale Makes it to Toronto   

  by George Dyke

For those of us in the CAC who 
met Quentin Renaud, 26 and 
Tristan Villemain, 23 the past 
few days have been like living a 
Citroën fantasy. What fantasy? 
Quentin and Tristan are driving 
a 2CV from Cambodia to Paris, 
across 5 continents!  

The stories about their experi-
ences so far are fascinating.  
The basis for the journey is 
even more so!  They are driv-
ing a 2CV that was originally 
driven from Paris to Saigon in 
2003.  Once there, the keys 
to the car were left with a 

farmer who was given a dollar 
to keep an eye on it.  Quentin 
and Tristan read about the car 
(called “Bucephale”, the name 
of Alexander the Great’s horse) 

and decided they were the 
ones to drive it back to 
Paris.   They have been on 
the road since January. 

My active involvement 
began with a telephone 
call on Monday night (Nov 
3, 2010) announcing that 
they had arrived in To-
ronto.  I had heard they were in the U.S. but was not sure if they were 
actually coming to Toronto.   In any event, I was pleased hear from 
them and made some schedule adjustments so that I could show them 
around our city on Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday.   

Quentin and Tristan are living out a year long adventure literally by 
the seat of their pants.   Shipping the car from continent to continent, 
dealing with mechanical problems along the way and dealing with is-
sues at various border crossings are just typical horrors that they take 
in stride.  Even if it means that the car is one month late arriving in 

Chile from Australia or 
that the car was covered 
in salt water ocean spray 
because it sat on an open 
boat deck from Colombia 
so much so that exten-
sive bodywork had to be 
done in Mexico.   Or that 
Bolivian customs don’t 
want to let you into their 
country, so you camp 
out in front of them for 3 
days until they’ve either 
had enough of you or 
you look so familiar that 
they finally allow you in, 
because for them trying 
to explain what a 2CV is and why you are there in the first place, will cause 
an administrative nightmare that’s best ignored altogether. 

Along the way they have met up with a whole Citroën community that has 
hosted and helped them out as needed.   As they arrive in Canada in No-
vember, the one thing we can’t assist them with is the weather!   On the 
outbound trip to Saigon, the original owner decided to cut the roof off in 
Romania so that he could more easily speak to curious folks.  This resulted 

Driving along Bloor St., downtown Toronto.

The original “Bucephale” adventure of Edouard Cortès and Jean-Baptiste Flichy’s 
trip across Europe and Asia was documented in the book Paris to Saigon.

Tristan Villemain and Quentin Renaud.
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in a frame that had completely 
cracked by the time Bucephale 
arrived in Kabul, Afghanistan . 
Quentin and Tristan were able to 
source a replacement frame lo-
cally, fit it and continue on their 
way.  Later they had a soft top 
roof made in Thailand. However, 
given the way the roof was cut, 
side windows were now out of 
the question.  So here they are 
now driving pretty much exposed 
to the freezing temperatures of 
Canadian fall weather.  

By the time they arrived in Mexico, 
Bucephale needed structural re-
enforcement. At that point the 
body had sagged so much that 
driving in a straight line was vir-
tually impossible.  Quentin and 
Tristan found a Citroén dealer 
there, who in spite of having had 
a number of Ds, had never actu-
ally worked on a 2CV. He bravely 
took on Bucephale as a chal-
lenge and learning experience to 
give new structural integrity to 
the 2CV. He did this by welding 
steel bracing below the doors 
on each side and cross beams 

mounted under the seats and bolted into the side bars.   Hopefully that will 
be enough to see it through Canadian road salt as they are off to Chicago, 
Washington DC, New York and then to Montréal where they hope to arrive 
in late November!   From Montréal they will ship Bucephale to Senegal and 
begin the African leg of their journey back to Paris. 

continued on page 26...Spare parts such a coil and carburetor are packed in a 
knapsack tied against the firewall.  

Interior accommodation 
for round the world driving.  

Route to Saigon was mapped out on the passenger side door. 
Route back was updated along the way on the driver’s side.

Door frames that were cut in Romania 
were finally filled and capped in Mexico!   

In Mexico additional bracing rails were welded 
on under the door sills on each side.

Stopping by Bernard’s garage in Toronto to make a few small adjustments for their
next leg of the journey to Chicago.  Why go west not east?  Hey, - they’re French!
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... Bucephale in Toronto -  continued from page 25

I spent all day on 
Wednesday showing 
them around Toronto.  
That evening some 
other CAC members 
joined us to hear about 
their adventures. No 
doubt they were wish-
ing that they could do 
something as crazy as 
shipping a 2CV parts 
car from Paris to 
Cambodia to make 
drivable a car that had 
been abandoned in a 
water filled rice paddy 
six years earlier, and 
then taking a year off 
to drive it home more 
than halfway around 
the world!   

I said to Quentin; 
“Once Bucephale has 
made it around the 
world laterally, maybe 
you could make a trip 
longitudinally, - pole-
to-pole so to speak! 
Or at least as far as 
the top of Alaska to the 
bottom of Chile and the 
Arctic edge of Russia 
to Cape Town, South 
Africa.”  He paused 
for a second with a 
whimsical look in his 
eye.   Then later in the 
evening he brought up 
the subject again, outlining where he would like to go.  Obviously he had 
been thinking about it.   For two guys with such a passion for adventure in 
a Citroën, thoughts for the future world excursions only add more reason to 
complete this one.  

Editor’s note.  The name Bucephale is derived from two Greek words: bos - 
bull and cephalos - head.  “Bullheaded” certainly is an appropriate descrip-
tion for two gentlemen undertaking such an adventure.

CAC members in Toronto raise glasses to toast Quentin and Tristan.
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... Book Review: Backfire - a passion for cars and motoring  -  continued from page 21

an enormous appreciation of the importance of a car’s history, preferably 
reflected in its physical condition.  He devoted his attention to how his cars 
ran, rather than how they looked.  He figured that if you were 
afraid to drive it, why own it?  In one passage, he reported with a 
certain glee that he had overheard a comment by another Rolls-
Royce owner on the Alpine Rally, to the effect that: “Well, if he 
can’t maintain the car, he shouldn’t be allowed to own one”.  Alan 
responded by proceeding to beat all comers, including the chap 
who had made the comment. 

However, it was his deep appreciation of Citröens, large and small 
that came as a pleasant surprise.  He was no car-snob, and was 
able to recognize vehicles that achieve and exceed expectations, 
depending on the application. 

His first Citröen appears to have been a 1963 2CV, with suicide doors, but 
not the ripple bonnet.  He writes of many trips with his young family, from 

Britain to Zermatt, Switzerland, even 
when he could have chosen much grand-
er transport.  As he describes it: 

“I still have my own [2CV], bought new, 
and delivered in Lyons in 1963.  St 
Tropez Blue, it now looks as crumpled 
as last week’s packet of Gitanes.  Some 
of the rubber hammock straps have got 
brittle and snapped, so that the seats 
have to be padded with discarded gar-
den cushions.  ….I always drove it flat 
out, cornering on the door handles”. 

In several of his essays, he includes 2CVs in general, when discussing cars 
that just do what they are supposed to do.  For example, in an essay titled 
“Small cars are all well and good, but girls don’t like them.  Still a Citröen 
2CV ranks as an all-time great”, he writes:

“For serious de-escalation – a different and more restful concept [than 
downsizing] – there is only one solution: the 2CV, preferably with left-hand 
drive and corrugated bonnet.  The fuel level never, it seems, alters.  The 
huge narrow Michelin Xs last for 50,000 miles.  The very simplicity of the 
heater guarantees that it always works.  So, you can roll back the giant sun-
shine roof and waft along, one elbow on the door, with that very soft suspen-
sion giving the sensation, almost, of a big US convertible of the 1950s.  Until 
you come to a corner, that is.  Then, if you wish, you may put to the test 
the maxim that decrees that there is no curve in a country road anywhere in 
Europe for which you have to lift off in a Citröen 2CV.” 

Later, he and his wife Jane purchased a new 1973 DS Décapotable, with 
body by Chapron, apparently one of the last built. As described in the book: 

“The Clarks chose the paint colour and the cloth interior, and even went to 
see it being put together in Paris.  When it was finished, Madame Chapron 
would not let Alan drive it away.  As it was Jane’s car she had to collect it 
herself.  Alan, paying the cheque, was a little put out.” 

 

Alan mentions this car, and ID/DS in general several times in the book, writ-
ing in 1997 that “the DS must be the cheapest practical classic still easily 
available”, and “the nicest genuine touring car ever built”.  But it was with 
this car that he would regularly put to shame drivers of much more potent 
machinery, in road rallies and speed trials, in which he frequently competed.

“In fact, you don’t have to go that exotic in order to discomfit the hairy-
chested [sports cars].  On French routes départementales I have chased 
their tails off in my wife’s DS23 Décapotable.” 

Lastly, on his country estate at Saltwood, Alan kept a Méhari , about which 
he provides few specifics, but for which he clearly had a strong appreciation:

“The Méhari is Saltwood’s mobile 
wheelbarrow.  The rear section can 
take a good quantity of lawn clip-
pings and compost.  Being so light, 
it leaves no footprint on the lawns”

Practical indeed, in a nation where 
lawns are nearly hallowed ground.   
I did notice that the Méhari  appears
to carry a Ferrari decal on its front 
fender!  That would be the closest to a Ferrari in Alan’s stable, as he was 
not generally a fan of the Italian cars, considering them too high-strung and 
fragile.  That would be about as far from describing a Méhari as possible.

In any event, if you share my own nostalgia for the motoring era of the 
1950s and 1960, and if you enjoy reading well written prose, and occasion-
ally outrageous opinions, sprinkled with periodic praise for our favourite 
Citröens, I recommend that you get your hands on a copy of this book, and 
settle down in a comfortable chair (preferably old, leather, and overstuffed) 
for a jolly good read. 

(photos copyright 2001 - the estate of Alan Clark)
- Bob McLeod
   Ottawa Citroen Club
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          by George Dyke

If you are online and up for a little web-surfing, here is our continuing profile guide 
to the best of classic (and current) Citroën websites.  Note that we are only printing 
our latest website profiles here.  You can find a complete listing of previously featured 
sites (with active links) at http://web.me.com/gdyke1/Citroen_Autoclub_Canada/
Links.html  

Citroën web-surfing couldn’t be easier!  Want to find original paint colours?  The 
history of a particular Citroën model?  Wondering how to fix a Citroën or looking to 
take preventative maintenance?  Look to our online profile guide as a comprehensive 
resource list containing the best information you are likely to find outside of original 
(printed) documentation.  You will also find links to Citroën event sites and other clubs 
around the world.  Experience how other Citroën lovers celebrate the marque with 
get-togethers, rallies and virtually anything else Citroënesque.

Feature URL’s:

Surf’n Cits

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_y-kvjIWkQE&feature=related

This French comedy film clip ends with the DS shooting into the Seine River 
in Paris and then floating like a Volkswagen bug! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3A7XE-
Fiec&feature=youtube_gdata_player

Check out this DS & SM video on YouTube.  It’s Spanish narration but there 
are English sections.  Probably one of the most detailed Citroën archive  
footage videos you are going to see on the SM and the Citroën philosophy 
behind it.

http://creativity-online.com/work/stella-artois-black-the-night-
chauffeur-video/218

Stella Artois and Mother London are immersing London nightlifers in a real 
life cinema experience with The Night Chauffeur, a promotion for the brand’s 
new special edition beer.  Of course they use a DS and a slow sax soundtrack 
to give a whole sexy smooth sense to the video.
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http://www.thoroughbred-cars.com/cars/france/citroen/
Citroen%20DS.htm

Excellent history article on the DS and the VGD prototype development from 
the Traction Avant that led to the DS.

http://www.jaylenosgarage.com/video/tatra-t77/1248092/

Jay Leno interviews CAC member John Long at Pebble Beach 2010 about his 
very rare Tatra T77.  (We know it’s not a Citroën, but John also owns a few Cits).

http://forum.treasurenet.com/index.php/topic,213971.0/topicseen.
html  

Andre Citroën licensed 
caterpillar type “half-track” 
technology from inventor 
Adolphe Kégresse, who 
designed the original while 
working for Tsar Nicholas II 
of Russia.  The Citroën-Ké-
gresse half-track became 
the international standard 
for getting through sand, 
snow and other impossible 
terrain for the 1st half of 
the 20th century.   

With that in mind, we go 
a bit off-topic to feature a 
rare video of the 1926 Snow Tractor, a North American invention that never 
went very far.  Talk about ingenuity!  This is a 1926 silent film (clip trans-
ferred to video) of a tractor-snow-machine invented by Henry Ford.  Henry 
is shown here driving it.  Be sure to check out the automobile version - 
toward the end.

http://blog.francetv.fr/lesbelleschevronnes/index.php/Periode-
andre-citroen

If you would 
like to know 
the various 
Citroën mod-
els before 
the Traction 
Avant and 
their produc-
tion numbers, 
here is a great 
page with a 
quick overview 
of models such 
as the Type 
A , B2, B12, 
B14, B15, C3, 
C4, C6 and the 
Rosalie.
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CITROËNS DESERVE THE FINEST PARTS & SERVICE

Business  Serv ices  Advert is ing  Di rectory

2CV-Citro-Zengines 
     

Custom high performance, high reliability 
Engines, Transmissions, tools and more

 “If your 2CV is broke and you’re not,
Call 757-258-3533   

E-mail info@2cv-citro-zengines.com
Williamsburg, VA 
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Bus iness  Serv ices  Advert is ing  Di rectory

    PROTECT YOUR CLASSIC CITROËN
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Citroëns for Sale:
[Year / model / description / location  / date ad 

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

1985 2CV Club.  Red.  A lot of 
new parts, new tires, roof top.
Excellent condition.  
$7,500 CDN  - O.B.O.   
Contact Ivan Dankov,  Toronto, 
ON.  Home tel: 416.626.0191  
Cell: 416.648.8744   
ON   5/09

Deadline for Next Issue Ads:  Mar. 15, 2011
 
Advertising Rates:

•  Non-commercial and Citroën car text ads (up to six lines per column) are 
   FREE for up-to-date paid CITROËNVIE subscribers.  Non-paying subscribers 
   pay $5.00 per issue for car ads (up to six lines per column of advertising),
   and members & non-members pay $5.00 per six line increment upwards.

      - PHOTOS: $10.00 per issue.

      - Non-car ads: $5.00 each per issue for each 6 line per column increment.

•  Business card ads are $35.00 per year, with paid CAC membership, and will 
   run in four consecutive issues. 

•  Full page ads are available for $75.00 per page per issue + applicable art 
   charges.  Save $50.00 by committing to four full page ads, placed in 
   consecutive issues, resulting in an annual rate of $250.00.

•  Payment is due prior to ad placement.    

•  SEND text and/or artwork to the CITROËNVIE Editors.  e-mail is preferred.  
   Please note that we reserve the right to edit any submissions.

1982 2CV Charleston   Black/Grey 
exterior color. Fully documented body 
off restoration. On sound original 
chassis. Imported from Germany in 
2000. Must be sold to reduce collec-
tion. $13,750 CDN or best offer. Con-
tact Grant Slinn. Tel: 902.532.0356 
or email slinn@ns.sympatico.ca   
NS  4/10  
 

1973 Citroën SM Maserati  
5 speed, A/C, electric windows, new tires, electronic ignition, scarabee 
brown exterior with brown leather interior - all original.  95,000 miles - 
mostly highway.  No rust.  In excellent condition and well maintained.  
Car has been garaged.  $25,000 US or fair offer.  Contact: Paul Bourse, 853 
Fieldgate Circle, Pawleys Island, SC  29585  USA   Tel: 843-235-9613
email:  ds23d@hotmail.com      SC    8/10

1990 Citroën XM.  102Km, Auto, 
“Like new” condition inside & out.  
Never been hit, all original and only 
OEM parts for any repairs.  New rear 
Exhaust has recently been replaced.  
Well maintained and documented 
service history from new.  Comes 
fully certified with new tires and 
brakes.  New Michelin Pilot & Energy 
tires.  Asking $15,000 CDN.  Con-
tact Raj in Mississauga, ON.  Tel: 
905.821.8282 or email: citroens@
rogers.com       ON   12/10
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1989 Citroën CXA Prestige 2.5E
Automatic, ABS brake , new tires, sunroof, Blaupunkt radio, 5 CD player, 
new spheres, cruise control.  Berry red exterior with tan leather interior - all 
original.  121,000 miles - mostly highway.  No rust.  In excellent condition 
and well maintained.  Car has been garaged.  $10,000 US or fair offer.  Con-
tact: Paul Bourse, 853 Fieldgate Circle, Pawleys Island, SC  29585  USA
Tel: 843-235-9613  email: ds23d@hotmail.com        SC   8/10

TRACTION PARTS --- NEW --- NEVER USED
1 set of 2 wind wings for the front windows incl. all mounting hardware----
$175/set
1 set of chevrons for the grill-----$50/set
1 set of robri rear fender guards (mounted on the rear of the rear fenders-
--bumper side)----$75/set
1 set of 2 bumper overriders (bananas) for either front or rear bum-
pers----$50/set
Contact Frank at:  ftonne@rosewoodcountryhouse.com
Can send pictures of items.    Gibbons, BC.   9/10

Parts for Sale:

Citroën SM Technical Service Manuals
215 pages.  Continuous tone reproduction.  Far clearer resolution than the 
original.  Photo-white paper.  Color coded hydraulic diagrams.  Bound with 
large rings.  $45.00 CDN.  Contact George Klein.  Tel: 905.737.8768 or 
email: georgeklein@rogers.com   ON  4.10

   Now for just $20.00 US you can get this commemorative magazine of the 
   75 Years of the Traction Avant celebration held at Arras France in July 2009. 
   To order yours contact:    Universal Traction
                  1 Martha Avenue        or email Dominique Bellière:
    95 100 Argenteuil                    d.belliere@orange.fr
   France

Advertisement

1972 DS 21  85,000 original miles.  One of the best ones still on the 
road.  Winner of numerous best of show trophies.  Third owner.  All original 
burgundy velour interior.  Burgundy dash [Jubilee Edition].  New paint [grey 
metallic] about 5 years ago & protected with Ziebart hardner, - still looks 
new.  Meticulously maintained by Citroen expert [me].  Always garaged.  4 
new Michelin 185 XWS 15 tires in front and 165 on the back.  Always ga-
raged.  $24,000 CDN or best offer.   Pictures available.  email: 
phdevingt@sympatico.ca       ON   12/10
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Subscribe to CITROËNVIE ! Magazine at 
www.Citroënvie.com
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websites do not necessarily reflect the views of Citroën Autoclub 
Canada.  Neither Citroën Autoclub Canada or any club officers 

accept any liability for photos, illustrations or statements made.
 

Receive a complete e-version of CITROËNVIE absolutely FREE.   
Just send us your email address.

(For efficient web delivery, resolution is reduced from full quality print version).

          - or -

Subscribe to CITROËNVIE in high resolution print quality.   
Annual subscription rate:  $30 US/yr.  
                                          - Save 50% by subscribing online today!

(Included with paid subscription is unrestricted access to Citroën Autoclub  
 Canada website).

         - or -

Get printed versions of CITROËNVIE sent to your door by becoming a
Citroën Autoclub Canada member.  (See details in the right column).

Citroën Autoclub Canada - Officers:

CDN STANDARD -  PRICE: $30.00 CDN

    CAC members receive 4 issues of CITROËNVIE (in full colour) 
    via email + hi resolution pdf access.  Our award winning calendar  
    (also printed in full colour) will be mailed to your door, as well as 
    the Club Roster.  You get unrestricted access to the full CAC 
    website.  And as a CAC member you have access to our Club’s
    Citroën tools as well the Citroën memorabilia and local events
    that we are famous for.

CDN FULL PRINT - PRICE: $50.00 CDN

    CAC members in Canada that wish to receive printed versions of 
    CITROËNVIE (color cover, B&W inside) can get hard copies mailed 
    to your door.  And you get all the Standard CAC CDN member 
    benefits!  Rates are based on and 4 printed 36 page CITROËNVIE
    magazines.  Please note that costs may increase further if the 
    number of pages increase in the publication or if postal rates rise! 

 US and Overseas membership is available.  For full details please see: 
http://www.Citroënvie.com/CAC_Events_and_Blogs/Membership_Renewal.html

Canadian or USA members may pay by cheque. Please mail payment to:
                            Steve Loria - CAC Treasurer
   49 Alabaster Drive
                             Brampton, On 
                             Canada   L6V 4G9

                  We also accept cheque, credit card or Paypal online.

Become a Citroën Autoclub Canada Member
www.Citroënvie.com

  We give you a choice of what membership type best suits you! 
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Dave Bruckmann
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Christmas Party   
Doug Pengelly
416.835.5951
saintandre@sympatico.ca

Citroën U55 Cityrama Currus (update)

In our “Surf’n Cits” section of CITROËN-
VIE’s Fall 2009 issue, we published a link 
describing the wacky and futuristic Citroën 
U55 Cityrama Currus double-decker buses 
that ferried tourists around Paris in the late 
1950’s and early 1960’s. 

The link is still valid (which is http://aut-
ouniversum.wordpress.com/2009/03/17/
it-camefrom-outer-space-Citroën-u55-
currus-cityrama/), but doing some more 
digging we have uncovered further infor-
mation about them:

In 1950s Paris, tour operator Groupe City-
rama commissioned French coachbuilder 
Currus to create hyperfuturistic double-
decker buses built atop a Citroën U55 truck 
chassis. They were built exclusively as tour 
buses in the bustling post-war era of Paris, 
when optimism and looking to the future 
was the order of the day. 

Underpinned by Citroën’s workhorse U55 
chassis, Currus designed a daring, Flash 
Gordon/Buck Rogers double-decker bus 
with elegantly curved, wrap around glass 
at all vantage points. The roof was also all 
glass and could be configured for open-air 
driving during summer months. 

It’s outrageous styling managed to get it 
into several movies of the era, including Le 
Corniaud and Zazie Dans Le Métro.  What 
with the swordfish blade extension above 
the front windsheild?

Apparently none survive, which is a truly 
a shame.  Imagine the tourist hit it would 
be today providing there was adequate 
air-conditioning for passengers inside that 
massive greenhouse.  We wonder if it had 
air-conditioning originally?  Perhaps its 
impracticality was the reason for 
its extinction. 

      Homage to Mèhari

Every year at the Salon de Genève, Rinspeed,
shows an interesting original design ve-
hicle.  For 2011, it will be BamBoo Green; - a 
tribute to the Mèhari, evoking the South of 
France and Brigitte Bardot.

Bamboo features a removable roof, bamboo 
interiors and a folding bike in the trunk.  The  
    power train is  
         an electric 
     motor.

  
They say; 
“No bells, no whistles.  
Nothing is superfluous.  Plain aesthetics in 
their purest form.  Simply bamboo.”

Even if you think it is really just a grown-up 
golf cart, it’s a pretty clever attempt for a 
small Swiss company with just five full time 
and three part time employees.  

Apparently you can get in line for one as 
they are scheduling appointments in March 
2011 for a closer look: http://www.rinspeed.
com/pages/content/frames_e.htm

See it at the Geneva Motor Show which runs  
           from March 3rd through 
    13th, 2011.
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Angus MacDougald’s SM - Autumn near Kinsgton.
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