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Charg de Gaul
Phil Llewellin and friends cut a raDid swathe throuoh France in one of

J  n  1955,  a  ' cneer ing ,  exuberant ly

I  en thus ias t ic  c rowd bes ieged C i t roen 's
I  s tand a t  the  Par is  Motor  Show.  The

I  f  u tu re  had ar r i ved  in  the  as ton ish ing
shape o f  the  DS]9 ,  a  shark -nosed sa loon
tha t  has  been r igh t ly  ha i led  as  a  major
landmark  in  the  au tomobi le  s  h is to ry .  Fea-
tu res  tha t  made i t s  r i va ls  look  l i ke  th row-
backs  to  the  char io t -and-charger  age
inc luded advanced aerodynamics  -  to
make the  most  o f  what  was essent ia l l y  a
pre-war  eng ine  -  rnboard  d isc  b rakes  fo r
the  f ron t  whee ls ,  an  en t i re ly  nove l  se l f -

"  
leve l l ing  hydropneumat ic  suspens ion ,  and,

i  o l  course ,  the  f ron t -whee l -d r ive  layout  tha t
I  had been a  C i t rodn spec ia l i t y  s ince  1934.
i  The peop le  who f  locked to  the  s tand d idn ' t
-1  jus t  gogg le ,  gasp and gape.  C i t roen 's  repu-
I  ta t ion  fo r  de l i ver ing  the  avant  garde
H eng ineer ing  goods he lped account  to r  749
t  l i rm orders  w i th in  45  minu tes  o f  the  new-
I  comer 's  sensat iona l  debut .  By  the  end o f
9  the  day ,  the  to ta l  had topped 12 ,000.  The
0 who le  o f  the  fo l low ing  year 's  p lanned pro-
Q duction had been accounted Jor.

J
J

the greatest sa/oons ever, a Citroen DS

PHOTOGRAPHS BY MARTYN GODDARD

Cars  fo r  the  Br i t i sh  marke t  were  assembled
at  C i t rodn 's  fac to ry  in  S lough un t i l  1966.
One o f  the  las t ,  GBL 666C,  was so ld  by  the
i m p o r t e r ' s  R e a d i n g  d e a l e r  o n  1 0  S e p t e m b e r
1965.  The to ta l  on- the- road pr ice  was
t1664/13 /9d .  What  i s  now an amaz ing ly
low-mi leage car  remained w i th  the  or ig ina l
buyer  un t i l  1968.  Twenty  years  la te r ,  the
second owner  so ld  i t  to  Andrew Brod ie ,  who
r o n e r d c  \ / a e f a r a l a \ / ' c  C i l r n A n c  2 c  i h o  ^ r o a t o e t

th ings  to  come out  o f  F rance s ince  Dom
Per ignon invented  champagne.  H is  bus i -
ness ,  Hyper t ron ics ,  res to res  them on the
Sapcote  Trad ing  Es ta te  in  Wi l tesden,
, L o n d o n  N W l 0 ,

Brod ie ,  whose qua l i f  i ca t ions  inc lude
membersh ip  o f  the  ln te rna t iona l  Food and
Wine Soc ie ty ,  suggested  g iv ing  the 'Day Ess '
an  oppor tun i ty  to  s t re tch  i t s  legs  on  French
roads .  How wou ld  a  2S-year -o ld  example  o f
a  35-year -o ld  des ign ,  p rope l led  by  an
eng ine  whose roo ts  go  r igh t  back  to  the
Trac t ion  Avant  o f  1934,  s tand up  to  a  long
weekend invo lv ing  a  four - f igure  mi leage?
Photographer  ' Jean Luc '  Goddard  and I

accepted  the  o f fe r  w i lh  a lacr i t y .  Brod ie 's
c redent ia ls  as  a  f i rs t -c lass  t rave l l ing  com-
panron had been proved dur ing  a  few days
i n  N o r m a n d y  w i t h  a  C i t r o e n  S M ,  c h r o n i c l e d
i n  t h e  A u g u s t  1 9 B B  i s s u e  o I  S U P E R C A R
CLASS/CS,  Chr is  Mor row,  who speaks  f  luen t
French,  vo lun teered to  be  our  in te rpre ter .

Thursday  Th is  i s  the  l i fe l  S tagger  ou t  o f
makesh i f t  bed in  Goddard 's  s tud io  a t  f i ve
o 'curs ing  c lock .  Brod ie  a r r i ves  in  mind-
bogg l ing  DS tha t  has  c locked on ly  15 ,909
mi les  f rom new,  He f i l l s  Gastho f  Goddard 's
break fas t  room wi th  doom- laden ta lk  o f
dodgy dr iveshaf ts ,  how incred ib ly  compl i -
ca ted  the  gear  l inkage is  -  someth ing  about
ba l l  bear ings  in  a  ho led  tube -  then swi tches
t ^  c r ' . h  I i ^ h t - h 6 r r + o . 1  + n  n i . e  r e  t h o  Q l \ / ' c

manua l ly  tens ioned secondary  cha ins .  Your
repor te r ,  look ing  even b lanker  than usua l ,
exp la ins  tha t  a t  th is  hour  he 's  incapab le  o f
concent ra t ing  on  any th ing  more  techn ica l
than c runch ing  corn f lakes .

Boot  swa l lows persona l  luggage,  p lus
Goddard 's  photograph ic  equ lpment ,  w i thout



Bertoni's DS, inside and out, is sculptural, still distinctive after 35 years

Right-hooker DS parked in Place Vend6me, on return through Paris
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Champs E/ysdes rush hour trattic, with Arc de Triomphe visible

too  much t roub le .  But  { ind ing  room {or  a

Jew cases  o f  w ine  w i l l  be  a  p rob lem Brod ie

dr ives ,  w i th  Ga l l i c  panache,  wh i le  Goddard
nav iga tes  us  ou t  oJ  London.  Mor row and

Llewell in stretch legs and relax in the ex-

cept iona l l y  spac ious  rear  compar tmen l '
Wave to worker ants, crawling into the city,

as blue Citrodn cruises eastward at 75-80'
'Top speed was 101,  accord ing  lo  the

Autocar ioad test, '  says Brodie. 'But the old

1 .9- l i t re  eng ine  has  a  reputa t ion  fo r  th rowing

rods i f  yor-r get too enthusiastic. This is the

h ioh  compress ion  vers ion ' -  he  in te r jec ts  a

m6ck ing  laugh -  ' so  we ' re  ta lk ing  about  B  5

to one and al l  of B3bhp on tap at 4500 revs

Sounds l i ke  a  midd le -aged bumble  bee

when you PUt  Your  foo t  down '
Must have crossed the Dover-Calais ditch

l i te ra l l y  hundreds  o f  t imes,  bu t  th is  i s  the

first tr ip by hovercraJt. This 1B-year-old
member  o f  Hoverspeed 's  f lee t  i s  nameo

a ' f te r  S i r  Chr is topher  Cockere l l ,  who f i led  h is

Jirst cushion-of-air craft patent in 1955 The

ramp angle gives Brodie an excuse to re-

mind us i frat OS features - carr ied over to

the  CX and today 's  Car  o f  the  Year  XM -  in -

c lude a  body  tha t  r i ses  or  fa l l s  th rough

umpteen inches  as  you move a  lever  ins ide '

ia , t  a r "  s t rapped to  the  deck  Goddard
recal ls brother- in-law, who used to work for

Hoverspeed and once saw an XJ6 hit  the

roo l  dur ing  a  rough c ross ing .  Depar t  r igh t

on t ime . .  .  but return four minutes later, with

a skirt  problem. Commendably swi{t transfer
to standby craft,  but soon after, I  real ise that

these crossings are too short for a proper

breakfast to be served. Fortunately'  the

lnternational Food and Wine Society's
reoresentative produces a package of

home-made rosblf sandwiches as the Swlft
tackles what Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort 's
scale classif ies as a near gale' The captain
says :  ' l  hope you ' re  hav ing  a  reasonaDly
co mfortable crossing. '

Back  on  land,  in te rpre ter  and chron ic le r
comment  on  exce l len t  v is ib i l i t y  f rom back
seat before sett l ing down to peruse ine
Financial f lmes. Brodie drives to within

about  70  mi les  o f  Par is ,  then hands over  to

me as rain starts to fal l .
Mv ha l f  o f  the  sp l i t -bench f ron t  sea t  lacks

much in the way of shape, but feels almost
armchair comfortable. Solt seats tend not to

be good for the back '-  mine has been
givir ig trouble for years - so wonder what

in" 
"-nO-ot-O"y 

report wi l l  be. Big, single-

spoke whee l ,  sp i ra l -bound in  b lack  p las t i c '

iu rved dash,  l lanked by  la rge  a i r  ven ts  and

demis ter  b leeds  fo r  s ide  w indows has  rec-

tangu lar  speedometer ,  p lus  water  tempera-

tu rJand fue l  gauges.  Seven ident ica l  knobs
wou ld  be  anonymous had prev ious  owner

not  app l ied  such s t i ck -on  c lues  as  'WSW'

for  w indscreen w ipers .  Four -speed gear -

box's cogs are juggled by a lever on left  of

s teer ing  co lumn.  The sh i f t  pa t te rn  i s  easy

to  rem6mber ,  though:  f i r s t  i s  th i rd ,  second
four th ,  th i rd  f i rs t  and four th  second t f  com-
pared w i th  a  convent iona l  four -on- theJ loor
sh i f t  layout .

The on ly  p lace  fo r  the  le i t  foo t  i s  under

the  c lu tch ,  because the  o ld  Trac t ion  motor

is  se t  fa r  enough back  fo r  Brod ie  to  nomin-

a te  the  DS as  the  f i rs t  m id-eng ined f tve-

seater .  The c lu tch  i i se l f  t rave ls  as  fa r  as

Marco  Po lo ,  bu t  engages sweet ly  jus t  be fore
knee reaches  ear .  Must  remember  tha t  the

b lack  rubber  mushroom o f  a  b rake peda l

responds to  p ressure ,  no t  a  common-or -
oa iden car 's  umpteen inches  o f  movement '

Fast-moving traffrc thickens as we start

neootiat ing the Boulevard Peripherique'
Wl ia t  i t s  owner  descr ibes  as  ' the  fu l l  two-

bob watch '  o f  an  eng ine  Iacks  mid- range

muscle for batt l ing with six lanes of big-city

be l l igeren ts .  Car  a lso  lacks  ex ter io r  mi r ro rs ,

so iely on pdripheriqueal vision' sup-
p lemented by  Brod ie 's  angu ished gasps ,  to

avo id  s ide-swip ing  the  loca ls  wh i le  re -

spond ing  to  las t -gasp ins t ruc t ions  f  rom

Martyn the MaP.
Average 64mPh { rom Ca la is  to  mid-

a f te rnoon lunch on  au torou te  near  Or l6ans '
Br imming 14-ga l lon  tank  revea ls  DS to  have

averaged l  30 .1mpg over  349 mi les .  Three-

cours6  mea l  fo r  about  tB  inc ludes  app le

ta r t  no tab le  fo r  pas t ry  tough enough to
protect the sPace shutt le's nose'

Push on  io  t ranqu i l  l i t t le  spa  town o f

N6r is - les -Ba ins .  Hote l  Mercure  has  sp lend id
f in de siede iacade - as have many otner

bu i ld ings  -  bu t  the  in te r io r  i s  modern '  anony-

mous.  Amazed by  comple te  absence o i

tw inges  a f te r  478-mi le  journey  Cross  road

to  wonder fu l l y  o rna te  cas ino 's  res taurant '
Except iona l l y  e f fus ive  we lcome probab ly

I inked w i th  fac t  tha t  we appear  to  be  the

n ioh t ' s  on lV  po ten t ia l  gamblers .  Brod ie  and

M6rrow t rea i  Goddard  and L lewe l l in  to  t30

bot t le  o f  Margaux .  Cors ican cas ino  boss

adds to  the  mer r iment  by  o f fe r ing  h is

Br i t i sh  gues ts  a  buckshee bo t t le  o f  cham-
pagne; 'No bad fee l ings  about  Napo leon and

Water loo ! '  he  chor t les .

Lleweltin ioins 100mph club neat Orleans' Neat dash layout



Rare 2CV Sahara has twin engines

Friday Why are we r ight in the centre of
France? To v is i t  P ie r re  Bard inon,  one o f  the
galaxy's greatest Ferrari  fans, for a Super-
cars I Have Known interview (SCC, January).
He l i ves  near  Aubusson,  and has  a  two-mi le
race track in his back garden. Before
reaching there, stop to inspect Citro6n |D19,
parked on verge with for sale sign on wind-
screen. Turns out to be a 1961 model that
has covered 60,000 miles. Alphonse is ask-
ing the equivalent of just less than t2000.
Brodie and Goddard exchange glances -
the snaooer is another Citrodniste - but I
remind them tha t  we have a  job  to  do :
'Punc tua l i t y  i s  the  po l i teness  o f  k ings , '
quoting no less appropriate an authority
than King Louis XVll l  of France.

Bard inon 's  mind-b lowing  co l lec t ion ,
beaut i fu l l y  housed in  an  o ld  fa rm bu i ld ing  o f
a lmost  go lden gran i te ,  inc ludes  a  shor t -
wheelbase 250GT. two 250GTOs and four
Le Mans winners. The i irst car he ever
owned, just after the war, was nothing less
than a Type 35B Bugatt i .  He's very anxious
not to be depicted as having bought the
Ferraris as investments. Most were acquired
years ago, when old racers were 1O-a-penny
by today's crazy standards. Why col lect
them? Because r igh t  f rom ch i ldhood he

had been fascinated by top-quali ty high-
oerformance cars. He has raced and hi l l -
c l imbed.  P ie r re  Bard inon is  no th ing  i f  no t  an
enthus ias t .  H is  hear t ' s  in  the  r igh t  p lace ,  and
he has also been blessed with a great sense
of  humour .  Wi th in  minu tes  we ' re  chat t ing
and laugh ing  l i ke  o ld  f r iends .

Would  we l i ke  to  jo in  h im and h is  w i fe  fo r
a  l igh t  lunch? How k ind .  Wou ld  we l i ke  an
aperit i f  of some sort? How very kind. Cham-
pagne? How very, very kind. Brodie is
handed the short straw - 'Guess who's
driving for the rest of the day'- as corks pop
from bott les of 1982 Moet et Chandon. Sit
at a huge granite table, made for a great
19th-century exhibit ion, whose top alone
weighs almost two tons. 'Apple with apple'
is Bardinon's suggestion {or dessert.  This
turns out to be the best tarte au pomme I 've
ever savoured, accompanied by old
calvados whose softness bel ies a kick l ike a
mule .  The l igh t  lunch ends  a t  four  o 'c lock .

We're hoping to reach Chalon-sur-Sa6ne,
about 200 miles away on i f fy roads, in t ime
to investigate a restaurant good enough to
win one of the Michel in guide's coveted
stars. Brodie determines to show how swift ly
the  venerab le  C i t rodn can be  hus t led  a long,
even on wet roads. There's a lot of rol l .  Chris

Mor row abandons sh ip  in  Mou l ins .  Th is  i s
not a ref lect ion on Brodie's caval ier wheel-
mansh ip :  he 's  ca tch ing  the  ra t t le r  to  Par is .
God w i l l i ng ,  we ' l l  a l l  meet  up  there  on
Sunday. Reach hoped-for destination exact-
l y  four  hours  a f te r  b idd ing  the  Bard inons
farewell .  Chauffeur says; 'Passengers are
disrespectful ly invited to contr ibute to the
BBC - Brodie Beverage Collect ion - before
leav ing  the  bus . '

Leave luggage in pleasanily old-style
Hotel St Jean, overlooking River Sadne, then
walk through rain to Hotel St Georges'
Michel in-starred scofferie. Excel lent dinner
fo r  as  l i t t le  as  t11 ,  in  my case,  ends  w i th
marc de Bourgogne - also known as Ariane
rocket  f  ue l  -  d is t i l l ed  { rom sk ins ,  s ta lks  and
pips left  after grapes have been pressed.

Saturday Joseph Nic6phore Nidpce, ' /n-

venteur de la Photographie',was born here
in  1765.  Superb  museum ded ica ted  to  h im
is  a  two-minute  wa lk  f rom our  ho te l .  Soend
most of morning fascinated by vast col-
lec t ion  o f  cameras  spann ing  150 years .
Leica, Mick-a-Matic, Globuscope, Hassel-
blad used on the moon, amazing l i t t le turn-
of-century spy cameras, huge 1940-vintage
Japanese device for air{o-ground work,
Victorian box cameras big enough t0
prompt  jokes  about  p lann ing  permiss ion  .  . .
you name it .  Wonderf ul 19th-century images
are displayed in sa/ons recal l ing such
pioneers as Louis Daguerre - his system
involved nothing less hazardous than boi l ing
mercury - and Wil l iam Henry Fox Talbot,
inventor of the negative.

Ni6pce's f irst snap required an eight-hour
exposure. That 's almost as long as some of
the SUPERCAB CLASS/CS photographers
take. Goddard celebrates. the visi t  by im-
mor ta l i s ing  C i t rodn w i th  a  p inho le  camera ,  a
technique that eschews a very expensive
lens in favour of a piece of opaque paper
punctured by one small  hole. First attempt
thwarted when devi l-may-care local takes a
riverside leak, unaware that he's in shot.

Volunteer as chauf{eur for relaxed drive
through grey afternoon, Bl issful lack of
traff ic on Burgundy's rural roads conceals
venerable four-cyl inder's shortage of low-
down accelerat ion. Citrodn experimented
with six-cyl inder engines, but lacked lunds
to oroduce them. That's one of the DS19's
few shortcomings. In most other respects-
space,  comfor t ,  r ide ,  economy,  aerc -

Part of vast collection of cameras at Qhalon museum

Llewellin, Morrow(in back), Brodie demonstrate DS's space



C/asslc unspoilt country village neat Beaune

Lovely vintage Cloverleat in Citrodn garage, Paris
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dynamics ,  overa l l  concept  -  i t  cou ld  be
modern .  A  b i t  lu rchy  on  corners ,  perhaps ,
but yesterday's dash vividly i l lustrated un-
expec ted  roadho ld ing  and hand l ing  qua l i t ies .

Map looks  l i ke  a  w ine  l i s t ,  bu t  Goddard 's
navigation steers us clear of temptation.
Brodie wonders i f  Bouze-les-Beaune is an
inv i ta t ion ,  ra ther  than a  p lacename.  Desp i te
the  weather ,  spend a  p leasant  hour  in
ChAteauneuf  ,  a  12 th-century  v i l lage  perched
on a  s teep h i l l ,  h igh  above the  Autorou te  du
Solei l .  Cafe in t iny square serves del icious
app le-and-p lum ta r t .  Semour -en-Auxo is  and
cobble-stoned Noyers del ight us en route to
Chab l is .  But  the  day 's  h igh l igh t  fo r  the
Citrodnistes has been sight of a 2CV Sahara
from the 1950s. Devised to defy desert,  this
Doox Chevoox sports four-wheel drive
courtesy of front and rcat engines.

Chablis is another nice l i t t le town. Hotel
l 'Etoi le charges around t12 tor a room,
serves a fair f ive-course dinner for about
814, and provides ample opportunit ies to
sample local lubricants. Grapes for top-
ranking grand cru wines are l imited to vine-
yards covering only 250 acres, on gentle
slopes to east and north of Chablis,

Sunday 'Who said these skinny l i t t le
b u g g e r s  d o n ' t  g r i p  i n  t h e  w e t ? ' B r o d i e
challenged, rhetorical ly, as the DS sped in
the general direct ion of Paris. Rain was
pelt ing down hard enough for prudent
c i t i zens  to  be  no t ing  the  ark -bu i ld ing  in -
struct ions in the sixth chapter of Genesis.
Stop for lunch in Fontainebleau, where half
the  popu la t ion  o f  Japan is  v is i t ing  the  fo rmer
royal palace, most o1 which dates from the
16th century. The town's a tourist trap, of
course, but despite that we get an accept-

ab le  th ree-course  lunch fo r  t5 .50  a  head.
The rain stops. On to bustl ing Paris by

mid-afternoon. Brodie com memorates what
may well  be GBL 666C's f irst visi t  to i ts
sp i r i tua l  home by  lapp ing  the  Arc  de
Triomphe at a speed worthy of Alain Prost
with Senna in his sights. Drive down the
Avenue des Champs Elys6es, noting such
quintessential ly French establ ishments as
McDona ld 's  and Burger  K ing ,  then check
into Hotel de Calais, a 60-second saunter
f rom the  P lace  Vend6me.  Th is  i s  another

old-style hotel - ornate brass bedsteads,
an t ique cha i rs  t r immed wi th  red  ve lve t ,
marble f ireplaces. Around t50 is probably
not  unreasonab le  fo r  a  room r igh t  in  the
heart of one of the world's most beauti ful
and vibrant ci t ies.

Mons ieur  Mor row and f r iend  jo in  us  fo r
d inner  a t  Le  Procope in  the  Rue Anc ienne
Com6die. The other guest, Jean Blondeau,
is  in  the  same l ine  o f  bus iness  as  Brod ie ,
Founded in  1686,  Le  Procope c la ims to  be
the world's oldest caf6. The l ist of famous
patrons looked good even before we
arrived. Voltaire, Robespierre, Benjamin
Frank l in ,  Napo leon H i la r ious  even ing
ends w i th  a  b i l l  tha t  cou ld  be  mis taken fo r
d is tance in  inches  f  rom Par is  to  Pek ing .

Monday Brief ly visi t  Blondeau's establ ish-
ment, packed with post-war Citrodns, then
point trusty DS's snout towards Calais.
Goddard drives, for the f irst t ime, and is no
less impressed than l 've been. He doesn't  go
qu i te  fas t  enough to  jo in  the  100mph c lub ,
which welcomed Llewell in on a deserted
stretch of autoroute near Orl6ans. Soeed-
ometer is commendably accurate.

Arrive at Calais hoverport to be told that
the return t icket is from Boulognel This
gives Goddard excuse for 10-1Oths charge
down coast road. Channel l ike a mil lpond,
so Prince of Wales completes crossing in 33
minutes, then i t 's back to the real i ty of
south-east England's traff ic. The aston-
ishing DS19 has covered 1309 miles at
29mpg. Verdict? In terms of futurist ic tech-
nology, i f  not scalding performance,
yesterday's big Citrodn demands and de-
serves a place of honour among the world's
most outstanding classic cars.

DS proved surprisingly quick across country. At Chalon-sur-Sa6ne (opp)

Citoen close to Brodie's heart

Taking pinhole camera shots
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